
to him his own doctrine in plainness and 
simplicity.

Some four years passed away from this 
time, making this boy not quite nineteen 
years of age, and on one Sunday evening he 
returned to his bedroom, pondering upon 
the promise that had been given to him, 
and he began praying earnestly again that 
the Lord would show him the true Gospel 
of his son, according to the promise; and 
while he was thus praying in his father’s 
house in his chamber, a light burst into the 
room, becoming brighter by degrees, shin-
ing and then partially withdrawing, so that 
fear did not take possession of his bosom 
to any great degree. As he continued pray-
ing the light became brighter and brighter, 
and finally a personage clothed in a white 
robe stood before him. This personage was 
a little above the size of common men at 
the present day, and his arms and feet were 
partially bare. His feet did not stand on the 
floor of the room, but a certain distance 
above, and his countenance shone like 
lightning. This Angel appeared so pleas-
ant, beautiful and glorious, and his counte-
nance radiated such happiness on the mind 
of this young lad that all fear was taken 
from him as on the former occasion. This 
personage told him that he was an Angel of 
God, and that he had been sent, in answer 
to his prayer, with a very important mes-
sage to deliver to him; that God designed 
to accomplish a great work on the earth, 
and that he was to be a chosen instrument  
in laying the foundation of, and estab-
lishing this work. He commenced telling  
him about the ancient inhabitants of  
this continent. He told him that the 
present American Indians were the de-
scendants of Israel; that their forefathers 
were brought here from Jerusalem about  
six centuries before Christ; that when

they came they were a righteous people 
and had Prophets among them; that when 
they landed on this continent they com-
menced, by the commandment of the 
Lord, keeping a record of their history, 
their prophecies and sacred doings upon 
metallic plates; that that nation, after hav-
ing dwelt here about a thousand years, 
fell into great wickedness; that they di-
vided themselves into two great nations; 
that the portion that had these plates, the 
Nephites, had so far apostatized from the 
Lord, that he threatened their overthrow, 
and to destroy them if they did not re-
pent; that the Prophets went forth among 
them prophesying that if they did not re-
pent, the other nation, called Lamanites, 
would destroy them from the face of the 
land. But they would not repent, and 
Mormon, a Prophet who lived at that 
time, was commanded of the Lord to take 
all the plates that were kept of the records 
of his fathers, and make an abridgment of 
them upon a new set of plates. So he com-
menced and abridged their history, from 
the time they left Jerusalem until that pe-
riod, incorporating therein many of the 
prophesies and revelations given during 
that thousand years. After having made 
this abridgment he committed it into the 
hands of his son Moroni, knowing that 
his nation would be destroyed, and that 
Moroni, according to the revelations God 
had given him, would be spared to keep 
the records, and to behold the downfall 
of his nation. Mormon hid the records 
from which he made this abridgment in 
a hill, called the hill Cumorah, that be-
ing its ancient name, and this hill was 
about three miles from where this young 
man resided, in the town of Manchester, 
Ontario County, State of New York.  
There all the records were deposited, and
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