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his Saints. The angel then again with-

drew, but in answer to Joseph's prayers

he came the third time, and imparted

to him still more information. After his

withdrawal the third time Joseph arose,

and it was early in the morning, he hav-

ing been awake all night receiving in-

struction from the angel of God. In the

morning he went out into the field to

work with his father. He had not yet

told his father of the remarkable things

that he had seen during the night; but

his father noticed that he looked weak

and feeble, and advised him to go to the

house. He started to do so, and while

on the way, the angel again appeared

to him, and commanded him to return

to his father and tell him all about it.

He did so, and his father, on hearing it,

burst into tears, and said, "My son, be

not disobedient to this heavenly vision!"

The angel, when he appeared to him in

daylight, told him not only to tell his fa-

ther, but also to go to the place shown

him in vision the night previous, and see

the plates. His father told him by all

means to be obedient and faithful. He

went according to the instruction of the

angel and visited this hill. The hill runs

north and south some three quarters of

a mile, and on one end of it, or near the

end of it, was where he saw the plates.

The surface of the stone which covered

the plates was bare; around its edges

was a thick greensward of grass or turf.

He knew the place as soon as he saw it,

and procuring a lever he lifted off this

principal or crowning stone, and found

that it was cemented on the top of four

stones that sat on edge, forming a stone

box. After having lifted off the stone he

saw the plates, just as he had seen them

in vision the night before. These plates

rested upon three little cement pillars

that ran up from the bottom, and the

stones that formed the sides of the box

were cemented together at the corners.

With the plates was an instrument,

called the Urim and Thummim, used

by Seers in ancient times, and which

enabled them to understand the things

of God. The great High Priest used

such an instrument in the midst of Is-

rael on the other continent, and inquired

of the Lord to receive sentence of judg-

ment in difficult cases that were brought

before him to be judged. Aaron had

a Urim and Thummim in the center

of his breastplate; and when the cases

were brought before him, the breastplate

of judgment, containing the Urim and

Thummim, was consulted, and whatever

sentence the Lord gave, Aaron gave to

the people of Israel. The Prophets who

deposited those plates in the hill Cu-

morah were commanded of the Lord to

deposit the Urim and Thummim with

them, so that when the time came for

them to be brought forth, the individ-

ual who was entrusted with them might

be able to translate them by the gift

and power of God. Joseph put forth his

hands to take the plates, but upon do-

ing so the angel immediately appeared

to him and said, "Joseph, the time has

not yet come for you to take the plates;

you must be taught and instructed, and

you must give heed to my command-

ments and to the commandments of the

Lord until you are fully prepared to

be entrusted with them, for the Lord

promised his ancient servants on this

land that no one should have them for

the purpose of speculation, and that they

should be brought forth with an eye

single to the glory of God; and now,

if you will keep the commandments of

God in all things, and prepare your-

self, you will in due time be permitted

to take these plates from their place of


