REVIEW OF GOD'S DEALINGS, ETC.

deposit." He would not suffer him to take
them at that time. Four years from
that day—on the morning of the 22nd
of September, 1827—having been com-
manded of the Lord to come to that place
at that special time, he went and was
met by the angel. I will state, how-
ever, that during these four years he
was often ministered to by the angels of
God, and received instruction concern-
ing the work that was to be performed
in the latter days. But when the time
had fully arrived he went to the hill Cu-
morah, according to appointment, and
took the plates, and the Urim and Thum-
mim with them, and took them to his fa-
ther's house in a wagon, which he had
brought near to the hill for that pur-
pose. He was then nearly twenty-two
years old—twenty-two the following De-
cember.

Soon after this a certain portion of
the characters on these plates were
copied off by the Prophet, and the
manuscript sent, by the hands of Mar-
tin Harris, a farmer who lived in that
neighborhood, to the city of New York,
to show them to the learned, to see
if they could translate them. Among
those to whom they were presented was
Professor Anthon—a man noted for his
learning in languages—but he could not
translate them.

You may here inquire, What was
the particular character in which these
plates were written? They inform us that
they wrote in two separate characters.
Some of their plates were written in He-
brew and some in the Egyptian; but both
the Hebrew and the Egyptian, after they
came from Jerusalem, were reformed by
them. I mean the alphabets were altered
or changed. If they had not done this
by design, we know that in the course of
a thousand years languages will greatly
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change, and sometimes new characters
will be added to alphabets. We know
that none of them, at the present time,
are precisely as they were anciently;
they have been added to from time to
time. The Hebrew, on the eastern con-
tinent, had the points representing the
vowels added to it after the Nephites
left Jerusalem; and no doubt the Egyp-
tian, understood when they left, has
been greatly changed since. They wrote,
therefore, in the reformed Egyptian—a
language that the learned Professor An-
thon did not understand. He requested
Martin Harris, however, to bring the
plates to him, telling him, if he would,
that he could perhaps assist him in the
translation. Joseph translated the few
characters that were sent to Professor
Anthon, and when the translation and
the original were shown to him, and he
had compared them, he expressed the
opinion that the translation was correct,
and he gave a paper to that effect to Mar-
tin Harris. As Mr. Harris was leaving
the room, Mr. Anthon said, "How did
this young lad obtain the plates?" Said
Martin Harris, "He obtained them by the
ministration of an holy angel." Profes-
sor Anthon immediately requested him
to return the paper that he had given
him, and as soon as Mr. Harris had done
so, he tore it to pieces, saying, "Angels do
not appear in our day."

I do not know that Joseph Smith, at
the time that he sent these words to
the learned, knew anything about the
prophecy that is contained in the 29th
chapter of Isaiah, a few words of which
I will read; but at any rate, whether he
knew it or not, it was a literal fulfillment
of it. Isaiah speaks of a time when deep
sleep should be poured out upon the na-
tions of the earth, and they should be
drunken, but not with wine; they should
stagger, but not with strong drink; and



