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given for a guide to the people of all the

earth, if they will but listen to them;

but they will not listen to the Book of

Mormon and the Book of Doctrine and

Covenants, and yet I have failed to dis-

cover a learned man who could take

those books and tell where they differed

in doctrine in the least. They cannot

do this, because the doctrines of all are

the same, for they all proceed from God,

and they contain his plan for the salva-

tion of his children upon the earth. Shall

we obey the revelations which have been

given? If I could have an answer from

each individual here today, professing to

be a Saint, I have no doubt it would

be "Yes." And if strangers, and the na-

tions of the earth knew that we believe

in them as firmly as we believe in any-

thing on the earth, they would say, "If

you believe in them, practice and obey

them in every particular, and live accord-

ing to your conscience and the law which

God has given you." I, by the revelations

of the Almighty, understand these books

to be true. I know that Jesus is the

Christ. Not because I have read it in the

books which I have named, or because I

have heard Joseph Smith or others tes-

tify to it, but I know it by the revela-

tions of God, just as others have known

it in former dispensations of the Gospel,

and just as others know it in this dis-

pensation. Saints should live their re-

ligion; they should obey the principles

which have been revealed and which are

contained in these books. But there is too

much ignorance concerning these reve-

lations; they are not sufficiently stud-

ied; or if studied they are not remem-

bered, if I am to judge from what I see

around me. In traveling and preaching

among the people, there is one revela-

tion which presses itself particularly on

my mind, and which I think the peo-

ple would obey if they considered that it

came from the Almighty. But as they do

not obey it, I suppose they do not con-

sider that it came from God. I refer to a

revelation given in the year 1833, called

the Word of Wisdom. We fail to obey it

today, and we shall fail tomorrow unless

we make a short turn and determine in

our own minds that we will obey it. How

many of us have disregarded that reve-

lation, in every particular? It is to be

found on page 240 of the Doctrine and

Covenants, and it shadows to me that a

time will come in the midst of this peo-

ple when a desolating scourge will pass

through our ranks, and the destroying

angel will be in our midst as he was in

Egypt when he slew all the firstborn of

the Egyptians. God says "the destroy-

ing angel shall pass by" and shall not

harm you if you will observe to do these

things. Now if we believe this revela-

tion, and I take it for granted that we

do, though I may choose to doubt in my

own case and some others, yet I assume

that as a people we believe it; but what

assurance have we that that angel will

pass us by unless we do observe it? No

more than the children of Israel would

have had if they had failed to mark their

doors and lintels with the blood of a

lamb, as Moses had commanded them.

What effect would a failure to comply

with this commandment have had on

them? Would the Destroyer have passed

by the firstborn of Israel? I trow not; I

think the firstborn of Israel would have

been slain as well as the firstborn of

Egypt. That was a revelation given by

the Lord to Moses for the salvation of

Israel; the Word of Wisdom is a revela-

tion given by the Lord to Joseph Smith

for the salvation of this people, and if

we disobey we have no more assurance

than Israel had that the destroying angel


