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will pass through our ranks and leave

us unscathed. There is not a father or

mother before me today who would like

to see a child borne away to the grave-

yard because of their disobedience. Well,

light is given, it has come to us, and it

is for us to obey it, and to put into prac-

tice the commandments which God has

given us. It is true that the Word of Wis-

dom does not say anything about drink-

ing tea and coffee, but our leaders—men

inspired of the Almighty, in whom we

have full confidence, have told us that

it includes these things, and that should

be sufficient for us. The Word of Wis-

dom says that in those times, through

the wickedness which is in the hearts

of men, they would seek to destroy this

people, by introducing into their midst

something deleterious to health. If these

are not the exact words, they are tanta-

mount. Now is it necessary for us to ob-

serve the Word of Wisdom with regard

to tea and coffee? Just as much as with

regard to tobacco and liquor, because it

has been so defined to us, and I so under-

stand it.

When I think of these things, I think

of what I have seen among the men

who have been called particularly to la-

bor on our railroads and in our cooper-

ative institutions. What is the situa-

tion of some of the young men who la-

bor in these institutions and upon our

railroads? If they do not follow the ex-

amples set by those who travel and la-

bor on other roads, then I do not un-

derstand it. I find that our young

men are copying after the young men

who travel on other roads—they smoke

and they drink, with as much assur-

ance as though they had followed it all

their lives; and I doubt not, if they con-

tinue in the pursuit of such practices,

they will become as proficient in other

sins as some I have seen elsewhere. If

young men wish to continue habits of

this kind I have no objections, so far as I

am concerned, but I do not wish them to

invade my household. I do not wish my

children to keep the company of men of

this class. I do not wish my daughters to

go into the society of men, even though

they profess to belong to this Church,

who will smoke, drink and swear, and

who are ready to commit all the other

sins contained in the catalogue if they

had the opportunity, and were from un-

der the eye of those who would condemn

them. I know these things exist upon

our railroads, and also in our coopera-

tive institutions more or less, through-

out this country. Now what course shall

we pursue with regard to these things?

Shall we foster them? If you see a young

man in a cooperative store he dresses

better and has a little more means and

influence than other young men of his

own age in the community. He exer-

cises that influence for good or for evil

over the minds of younger members of

the community. My sons see such young

men smoking and drinking, and they say

"Why should not we?" And they will be

likely to, until they arrive at years of

discretion, and get sense to know better.

Some may say, "Oh, they will turn round

by and by, and do better." We have no

business to hope that, when once these

evil habits are acquired by our children,

they will turn round and do better when

they arrive at years of maturity; at least

I have no right to hope it on behalf of

my own children. I hope to prevent it

in their youth; I could not hope to stop

it after they had commenced and become

confirmed in it, although in some cases

I might succeed. But I wish to prevent

it, for I believe that prevention is better

than cure.

It is our business, brethren and

sisters, to put our foot upon these


