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building up Babylon in the most ap-

proved style. That is my belief. Our out-

side friends have brought a great many

good things here; they have improved

our city, they are building fine buildings,

and are expending their capital liberally.

I do not object to this, but I do not want

it to lead us from the path of truth and

to bring us into bondage, to sin and iniq-

uity. There is no necessity for this if we

wisely use that which God has given us.

You remember the time, brethren, after

we had been in this valley a year or so,

we were, in a manner, naked and bare-

footed, and were a thousand miles from

any supply of clothing, and it was impos-

sible for us to manufacture it, for there

were no sheep in the country, nothing to

manufacture cloth with, and no means to

obtain it. You remember the prophecy

delivered here upon this block by the

late Heber C. Kimball, that within a cer-

tain time—a very brief period—clothing

would be as cheap in Salt Lake City as

in New York. What prospect had we

at that time that his prophecy would

be fulfilled, for a journey to the States

and back again then required months

to perform, and there was seemingly no

chance of a supply of clothing from out-

side importation? Yet within the time

specified, the prophecy was literally ful-

filled, and clothing was far cheaper in

the streets of this city than in the streets

of New York. This is only one among

the many prophecies which have been

delivered and fulfilled. Some of you re-

member, and others of you have heard

it spoken of, when President Young, in

July 1847, while walking on this block,

about where the Temple now stands,

said to the brethren who were around

him, "if our enemies will let us alone for

ten years we will ask no odds of them."

Ten years that day, brethren, we got

news that an army had left the con-

fines of the States at that time, for Utah.

What for? Their boast was, to destroy

the "Mormons." Did we ask any odds of

them? No. Did we ask anything of them?

No. We attempted to give them sup-

plies, but they would not receive them.

Brethren, this is the Church and king-

dom of God, and we are led by holy men,

men inspired by the Almighty. They give

us a little now and a little then; we re-

ceive line upon line and precept upon

precept, and if we give heed thereto, God

will strengthen us, and the kingdom will

grow and increase beneath our watch-

care.

Is it necessary for us to remember

the prophecies and the revelations which

have been given for our salvation? If we

have the truth—the Gospel of the Son

of God—and we testify that we have, it

is just as necessary for us to remember

these things as it is for us to be saved in

the kingdom of God. That is our position

today; and it is impossible for any hu-

man being who has made covenant with

the Almighty to be saved in his king-

dom if he disregards the revelations and

counsels that are given by the servants

of God. I do not expect strangers to

understand and believe this as we do.

Strangers have not come here for the

purpose of identifying themselves with

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints, but the people to whom I am talk-

ing came here for that express purpose.

They came here for their souls' salvation,

they want to be saved in the kingdom

of God. They had the testimony in the

old countries, in the States, or wherever

they received the Gospel, that God had

revealed himself to the children of men

and that his kingdom was established

on the earth, and they received light

and intelligence which they never before


