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preaching of his word and by the tes-
timony of Jesus; and has called us to
be a distinct people, distinct in this par-
ticular, that we separate ourselves from
sin and wickedness, and, as far as pos-
sible, from the company of sinners and
from all those customs and habits that
tend to darken, degrade and abase the
human mind, and cultivate those which
will sanctify the affections, purify the
heart and ennoble the whole being of
man, and fit us, as far as in us lies, to
regenerate ourselves and our race. In
short, God desires, and has put forth his
hand, to exalt his people from their low
degree, and to lift them up and make of
them a peculiar people, a holy nation, a
kingdom of Priests unto the Most High
God and the Lamb.

In all this, is there anything that can
hurt, destroy or injure, in any wise, any
portion of our fellow men who do not
feel disposed to join us in this glorious
work, or engage with us in this noble en-
terprise? Not at all. The salvation of
God is revealed for the good of all men
who will receive it. The Gospel is of-
fered without money and without price
to all flesh, and the testimony that we
bear to the world is that Jesus died for
all, and that through the shedding of his
blood, salvation may come unto all men
who will believe and yield obedience unto
the requirements of his Gospel. The gov-
ernment which is inaugurated and es-
tablished among men by the preaching
of the Gospel, and the administration of
its holy ordinances, is a government of
peace, love and goodwill to men, prompt-
ing those who receive it to do good unto
all, but especially unto the household of
faith.

The duties which are enjoined
upon us are, first, to our own
household—the household of God, those
who have been baptized into Christ
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by being born again of the water and of
the Spirit, and become the children of
God by adoption. Next, to all men who
have not thus been translated from the
kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of
God's dear Son; and that love which is
wrought in the Saints of God by the fire
of the Holy Ghost through faith in and
obedience to the Gospel, prompts all who
are brought under its influence to yield
obedience to its requirements and to la-
bor for the well-being of every creature
that bears the form of God.

There is nothing in the constitution
of the Gospel, or the organization of the
Church of Christ and the kingdom of
God among men, and the precepts that
are taught of God and his servants, that
would in the least degree inflict injury
or withhold blessings from any member
of the family of man, inasmuch as they
place themselves in a condition to receive
them, and are willing to accept them.
But God has ordained certain everlast-
ing principles of truth by which his peo-
ple may be exalted, and without which
they cannot be exalted into his pres-
ence and to the enjoyment of his glory.
All things are governed by law, and all
good and wholesome laws, which are or-
dained and enacted by men, designed
for the peace, prosperity and well-being
of their fellow creatures, should be re-
spected, maintained and honored by all
people, and this is one of the duties en-
joined upon all Saints in all the com-
mandments and revelations of God to his
people.

It is, further, the duty of all who
are entrusted with the administration
of law, in any department whatever,
to act in good faith, in all purity and
integrity, and in good conscience for
the well-being and happiness of their
fellow creatures in the administration
of justice, truth and judgment; and



