ZION—THE DUTY OF ITS CITIZENS—TESTIMONY.

God opened the visions of heaven to the
Prophet Joseph Smith? I answer, They
may know it precisely as the Apostle
Peter knew that Jesus was the Christ,
the Son of the living God. It is in
this manner that Elder Rich knows that
Joseph Smith was a Prophet; it is in this
manner that I know he was a Prophet
and a servant of God raised up to com-
mence this work in the earth, and to lay
the foundation of the Church and king-
dom of God on the earth. When Jesus
asked Peter and the rest of the Apostles,
"Whom do men say that I, the Son of
Man am?" They answered, "Some think
thou art Elias; others that thou art John
the Baptist risen from the dead; oth-
ers that thou art Jeremiah or one of the
Prophets." "But whom say ye that I am?"
Peter answered—"Thou art the Christ,
the Son of the living God." "Blessed art
thou Simon Barjonah, flesh and blood
hath not revealed this unto thee, but
my Father who is in heaven; and ver-
ily I say unto thee, upon this rock I will
build my Church, and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it." Not upon
Peter, not his person, for he was flesh,
and must pass away like the flower of
the field. It was not on Peter, or his
successors in office, as is taught by the
Romish church. Then who and what
was this rock Christ referred to? It was
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the rock of revelation, revelation from
the living God. "On this rock," said the
Savior, "I will build my church, and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it."
And I repeat that I know the truth of the
Gospel, as Peter knew that Jesus was the
Christ, by revelation unto me from the
Father who is in heaven, and I bear this
testimony unto you.

I know that there are many, very
many, whose testimony has been pro-
claimed in the ears of this generation,
and is recorded in heaven. Their words
are like the precious things that John
saw in the vials that were before the
throne of God, and their testimony will
remain, and blessed are all those who re-
ceive it. Blessed be the Lord God who
revealed these things unto Peter and
unto his servant Joseph, and who has
revealed it unto many more who have
sought him with an earnest desire to
know his ways! Blessed are those who
fear him and keep his commandments!

May God help us to live as Saints,
and let our light shine! May God seal
the testimony of the Twelve upon the
hearts of those who desire it, that they
may come unto and walk in the light, be
saved through the truth, and inherit ex-
altation with the sanctified, is my prayer,
for Christ's sake. Amen.



