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we shall have to take a great step in this

direction, and when we shall have to fol-

low the path indicated by God in order to

escape the evils that are inevitable, and

that will otherwise most assuredly come

upon, and overwhelm us.

I have told you that others who have

preceded us have fallen a prey to evils.

The increase of wealth in every na-

tion has been attended with fatal conse-

quences. We have but to read the his-

tory of our race from the beginning un-

til the present time to rest assured of

that. Men have said, probably, to all

of you who have been out and mingled

with the world, "It is very well for you

Latter-day Saints to talk about your con-

dition now, because you are a primitive

people, you are a young community, you

have not been tempted and tried. Wait

till you increase in wealth, and until you

become familiar with the sins which sur-

round the wealthy. Wait until you are

brought in contact with luxury; wait un-

til the spirit of reform which animated

your pioneers dies out, and a genera-

tion rises up who will think more of the

world, then there will be a different feel-

ing and spirit, and you will not be per-

secuted, hated or despised. You will be-

come more popular, because the world

will become familiarized with your ideas.

Then 'Mormonism' and the Latter-day

Saints will become like every other peo-

ple that have preceded them—overcome

by the luxuries of the world, and by the

love of riches." Have you not heard re-

marks of this kind time and time again?

Doubtless they have been made to you or

in your hearing.

Now, how shall we avert these

evils? It is very well to say that

God has established this kingdom;

it is very well to say that this is

his Church. Did he never have a

Church or kingdom on the earth before?

Did he never have a people on the earth

before? Why, most certainly he did.

He had churches before this; he had

people before he chose the Latter-day

Saints. He had communities that he

owned and recognized before we were or-

ganized. Yet they went the way of all

the earth, and the Church of God dis-

appeared from the midst of the inhabi-

tants of the earth. Luxury, corruption,

vice, extravagance, the love of wealth

and the allurements of sin prevailed in

all the earth, and the devil—his satanic

majesty—held high carnival throughout

the earth because of the influence and

power of these things over the hearts of

the children of men. It is true that God

established his work before; we know it

to be true; and because he has estab-

lished it in our day, we need not think

that he is going to preserve it without

using means to do so. He has revealed,

and will continue to reveal, law, and that

law must be obeyed by us, or we cannot

be preserved. The time must come when

we must obey that which has been re-

vealed to us as the Order of Enoch, when

there shall be no rich and no poor among

the Latter-day Saints; when wealth will

not be a temptation; when every man

will love his neighbor as he does him-

self; when every man and woman will

labor for the good of all as much as for

self. That day must come, and we may as

well prepare our hearts for it, brethren,

for as wealth increases I see more and

more a necessity for the institution of

such an order. As wealth increases, lux-

ury and extravagance have more power

over us. The necessity for such an or-

der is very great, and God, undoubtedly,

in his own time and way, will inspire his

servant to introduce it among the people.

I do not wish to foreshadow when it will

be done, or what the circumstances will


