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according to their several theories.

The same thing precisely, exists
among the nations; they have their var-
ious forms of rule, government and do-
minion, and they exact certain condi-
tions from their subjects. No matter
what kind of government, it requires a
species of obedience from all persons liv-
ing under it; for government, of course,
necessarily implies rule, authority, do-
minion, governors and governed, or law
and the execution of that law. All
these principles exist in one form or an-
other over all the face of the wide earth
whereon we live. We cannot separate
ourselves from that, go where we will. In
a despotic government the power to dic-
tate and control all its affairs is vested
in the emperor, according to his own will
and pleasure, sometimes, perhaps, mod-
ified by counsel, which he can receive
or reject at pleasure. In other kinds of
government, such as are called limited
monarchies, the people hold a certain
part of the power or authority in their
own hands, and give a certain part to the
government. The government of Eng-
land belongs to this class. There they
have a king or queen, as the case may be,
at the head of the government, and two
houses called the Lords and Commons,
the latter are elected by and represent
the people. It is what is called a popular
government, the people having a voice,
but at the same time they concede a cer-
tain amount of their power to their legis-
lators, who manage their affairs accord-
ing to their ideas of what would be most
beneficial for the nation.

The government of the United States
is what is called a republic. In a form
of government of this kind the founda-
tion of all law, power and authority is the
voice or will of the people; that is the ge-
nius of the government. It is based upon
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a written constitution granting unto the
legislature power to do thus and so, and
to go no further; and while they who
make and administer the laws confine
themselves within the limits of that con-
stitution, their acts are what is called
constitutional. When they go beyond
that, their acts are called unconstitu-
tional, that is, they deprive the people
of certain rights guaranteed to them by
the written compact that they have en-
tered into. I speak of these things simply
to elucidate certain ideas that I wish to
communicate.

But to proceed further. If we—the
people in this Territory, or in other Ter-
ritories or in the States, confer certain
powers on the General Government, we
no longer retain them, they are ceded
away by us to others. If we give to our
legislators certain authority, they hold
that authority, and it is for us to sub-
mit to the laws which may be enacted
by them. This is what is called republi-
canism, and it is also in agreement with
the theory of a limited monarchy. When-
ever a people give up certain rights they
ought to honor the parties into whose
hands they place them. The President
of the United States ought to be sus-
tained; so ought the ministers of the gov-
ernment of England, by the people over
whom they preside, because they are act-
ing for and on their behalf and according
to their dictates. If you go to some other
governments they ask no odds of the peo-
ple. Say they, "We will be sustained, if we
have to sustain ourselves by the sword."

We come now to religious mat-
ters, and here in our own country
are Methodists, Presbyterians, Baptists,
and a host of others. I need not
go to foreign countries and examine
their religions. I wish to arrive at
certain conclusions, and to do so I



