CHOICE OF RULERS, ETC.

has been, I believe, a very good, virtu-
ous, exemplary woman, and has ruled
with mildness, generosity and kindness
among her people; but if she had done
otherwise, she was still their queen.
Now I want to talk about what people
call equal rights, and to examine a cer-
tain principle in relation to these things.
What say had the people of England in
regard to their queen? None at all. The
President of the United States is elected
by the people, therefore he is what may
be termed the people's candidate. How
often do they elect a President of the
United States? Once every four years,
and consequently there is great excite-
ment now on account of the coming Pres-
idential election. The people are ranging
themselves into parties, and each party
using all the influence they possess to
elect their own special and peculiar fa-
vorites. Besides the President, there are
Legislators and Governors. Governors
generally hold their office for four years;
Senators of the United States from four
to six years, according to circumstances;
members of the House of Representa-
tives for two years. In many of the
States and Territories the Legislators
are elected for two years, and hence, dur-
ing the time for which they are elected,
they have a perfect right to use their own
judgment in enacting laws for the bene-
fit of the people, being sworn not to tran-
scend certain bounds laid down as their
guide. If they should be ever so bad dur-
ing their term of office, and should enact
oppressive laws, the people have no right
to change them until their time expires,
unless, from some flagrant violation of
their trust, they should be impeached.

How is it in the churches? With
the Catholics it is once a priest al-
ways a priest, except in such cases as
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that of Pere Hyacinthe, and then they
bury them. In some churches the bish-
ops and other authorities hold office dur-
ing good behavior, or for lifetime; in some
churches they are voted for by a certain
conclave according to circumstances and
their own peculiar notions and dogmas,
and in very many instances these offi-
cers hold their offices for life without any
counteraction whatever, unless they vio-
late their own constitutions, laws or dis-
cipline, when they are liable to be dealt
with according to the laws and regula-
tions of their several churches. Now
nobody thinks they are very badly op-
pressed in all this. They enter these
churches voluntarily, they are not bound
to stay in them, and they leave them
when they like.

Now let us contrast our position with
that of other people in these respects. We
hear a good deal about one man power. I
want to examine that power a little, and
see how it exists, and how far it extends.
We believe in two principles—one is the
voice of God, the other is the voice of
the people. For instance, we believe that
nobody but God could set the religious
world right, we believe that none but
God could have given any man correct
information in regard to doctrine and or-
dinances. We believe that God did in-
struct Joseph Smith in relation to both,
and also pertaining to the government
of his people here on the earth. How
are this people selected and set apart?
Joseph Smith was selected by the Lord,
and set apart, and ordained by holy an-
gels. How with the others? By the au-
thority which God conferred on Joseph
he selected, set apart, and ordained oth-
ers to the various orders and organiza-
tions of the Priesthood. We know that
the Lord, in former times, called some
men who did not magnify their call-



