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ing, and who were set aside as unfit for

the Master's use. Jesus, for instance,

called Judas to be one of the Twelve, and

Judas betrayed him, and he was cut off

from the Twelve. We have had many in-

stances in our Church of a similar na-

ture, men have been found unfaithful,

and they have been cut off. By whom?

By the authority of that Priesthood of

which they formed a part. That Priest-

hood has the same power now that it

had formerly—to bind on earth and it is

bound in heaven, to loose on earth and

it is loosed in heaven. How does this

Priesthood stand in relation to the peo-

ple? It is not thrust upon them as the

queens of England, the kings of France,

the emperor of Austria, or as the for-

mer king, but now emperor of Prussia,

are; no, it is not thrust upon the people

in any such way. It is precisely in the

same way that the Israelites were orga-

nized in former times—God gave them

certain laws, and all the people said

"Amen," then the laws became binding

upon Israel. The position we occupy is

this: the Holy Ghost, which has been

given to all who have obeyed the Gospel,

and have lived faithful to its precepts,

takes of the things of God, and shows

them forth through a living Priesthood

to a people enlightened and instructed

by the Spirit of revelation from God, and

the people thus enlightened, instructed

and blessed by the spirit of light, volun-

tarily and gladly sustain the Priesthood

who minister unto them. When Joseph

Smith was upon the earth, he did not

force himself upon the people as these

kings and emperors do, but he presented

himself before them every six months,

at the Annual or Semi-Annual Confer-

ence, and the people had a chance to

lift up their hands to receive or reject

him. That was the position occupied by

Joseph Smith, and those associated with

him, in guiding the affairs of the Church

and kingdom of God upon the earth, and

it is precisely so with President Young.

He stands here as the representative of

God to the people, as the President of

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints. He is, or ought to be, full of light,

life, revelation and the power of God, and

he is, and bears testimony to it. He ought

to be able to lead the people in the paths

of life, and he is. He is the choice of God,

and what more? He is the choice of the

people of God. Has he a right to say, "I

am chosen, I am elected, I am President,

and I will do as I darned please, and

help yourselves?" No, he presents him-

self before you, and if there is any man

who has aught against him, he has the

privilege of holding up his hand to sig-

nify the same. That is the position of

our President—he is brought to a test ev-

ery six months, as it rolls around, before

the assembled Conference of the Church

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. It

is the same with the Twelve, the Presi-

dent of the Stake, the High Council, the

Presidents of Seventies, and with all the

leading officers of the Church—they are

all put to this test twice a year, and the

people have the privilege of voting for or

against them, just as they please.

Here then, on the one hand, there

is the voice of God. Shall we object to

it? Who made us? Who organized us,

and the elements with which we are sur-

rounded and that we inhale? Who or-

ganized the planetary system that we

see around us? Who provides break-

fast, dinner and supper for the millions

that dwell on the face of the earth?

Who clothes them, as he does the lilies

of the field? Who imparts unto man

his breath, life, health, his powers of


