
Suppose we should examine a city in a 
stake of Zion conducted after the order of 
Enoch! We would like to look, for a few 
moments, upon the facts as they would 
exist. If a people were gathered together, 
were they many or few, who would fol-
low out the instructions given them in the 
Bible and in the other revelations that we 
have, they would have to be very obedi-
ent, and probably many would feel to say, 
“I wish to manage my own affairs, I wish 
to dictate myself, I wish to govern and 
control my labor, I cannot submit to have 
anybody else dictate me. This is servitude, 
and is nothing more nor less than slavery!” 
I suppose there are some who would feel 
thus. When I look at the Latter-day Saints 
I think how independent they are. They 
have been very independent, there is no 
question of it. When they have heard the 
Gospel, though, perhaps, in the flood of 
persecution, and the finger of scorn point-
ed towards them, they have said, “The 
Gospel is true, and if my friends will not 
believe it, it makes no difference to me, I 
am independent enough to embrace the 
truth, and to gather out from the midst of 
Babylon and to make my home with the 
Saints.” There are plenty of such people 
here in this house—men and women, old 
and young. There are young people here

who have left their parents and everything 
they had on the face of the earth for the 
sake of the Gospel. Middle-aged men have 
left their wives and their children, saying, 
“I am going to live according to the plan 
that has been laid down in the Scriptures 
for the salvation of the human family.” 
This certainly exhibits as much indepen-
dence as mortal beings can manifest, and 
yet we have said we will yield strict obe-
dience to these requirements, preparatory 
to enjoying the glory that the Lord has 
for the Saints. I will ask, Is there liberty 
in this obedience? Yes, and the only plan 
on the face of the earth for the people to 
gain real liberty is to yield obedience to 
these simple principles. Not but that we 
should find a great many who do not ex-
actly understand how to yield obedience, 
strictly, to the requirements of heaven for 
their own salvation and exaltation; but no 
person can be exalted in the kingdom of 
heaven without first submitting himself 
to the rules, regulations, laws and ordi-
nances of that kingdom, and being per-
fectly subject to them in every respect. Is 
this the fact? It is even so. Consequently, 
no person is fit to be a ruler until he can 
be ruled; no one is fit to be the Lord of all 
until he has submitted himself to be ser-
vant of all. Does this give the people liber-
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