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a very great and important dream com-

municated to him, and his son Nephi

had the same renewed to him. While

Lehi was on his way to this country he

dreamed that he wandered many hours

in darkness; that there was a certain rod

of iron, notwithstanding this darkness

that seemed to gather around him, on

which the old man leaned steadfastly. So

great was the darkness that he was fear-

ful he should lose his way if he let go the

rod of iron; but he clung to it, and contin-

ued to wander on until, by and by, he was

brought out into a large and spacious

field, and he also was brought out to a

place where it was lighter, and he saw

a certain tree which bore very precious

fruit. And he went forth and partook

of the fruit of this tree, which was the

most precious and desirable of any fruit

that he had ever tasted; and it seemed to

enlighten him and fill him with joy and

happiness. Lehi was a good old man—a

man who had been raised up as a great

prophet in the midst of Jerusalem. He

had prophesied in the midst of all that

wickedness which surrounded the Jews;

and they sought to take away his life, be-

cause of his prophecy. But notwithstand-

ing this gift of prophecy, and the gifts

of the Spirit which he enjoyed, the Lord

showed him by this dream that there

would be seasons of darkness through

which he would have to pass, and that

even then there was a guide. If he

did not all the time have the Spirit of

God upon him to any great extent, there

was the word of God, represented by an

iron rod, to guide him; and if he would

hold fast to that in his hours of dark-

ness and trial, when everything seemed

to go against him, and not sever him-

self therefrom, it would finally bring him

where he could partake of the fruit of

the precious tree—the Tree of Life. Con-

sequently I am not so sure, that it is in-

tended for men of God to enjoy all the

time a great measure of his Spirit.

I will refer to another example—one

that I have often quoted. It will be

found in the "Pearl of Great Price." It

is a revelation that was given renewedly

to Joseph Smith, concerning what God

revealed to Moses, before he was per-

mitted to go down and be a deliverer

to the children of Israel. The Lord

severely tried Moses, as well as enlight-

ened him. He had to pass through both

conditions of experience—a condition of

great light, truth, knowledge and under-

standing in the ways of God, and a con-

dition of darkness and great temptation.

Hence we find that on a certain occa-

sion God called Moses up into a very high

mount, where he bowed down before the

Lord and cried mightily unto him, and

the Lord heard his prayer, and the glory

of God descended and rested upon him,

and he beheld many great and wonderful

things. His mind was opened to things

that he never had understood before—

things that were great and marvelous.

Yet the Lord showed him but very few of

his works, for he told Moses on that oc-

casion that no man could behold all his

works except he beheld all his glory; and

no man could behold all his glory and af-

terwards remain in the flesh. To behold

all the works of God was more than any

mortal man could endure.

Moses, after receiving this remark-

able vision, had such great knowledge

and intelligence unfolded unto him that

he marveled exceedingly, and while gaz-

ing upon the works of God, the Spirit of

God withdrew from him, and he was left

unto himself, and he fell to the earth,

for his natural strength departed from

him. "Now," said Moses, "I know for


