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and brought it forth, so that he was capa-

ble not only of looking upon the surface

of our globe, but of looking into its inte-

rior, I do not know why each and every

one of those now present before me have

not the same faculty and gift, if it were

only developed.

I bring up these things to show how

God deals with his children—his sons

and daughters—by lighting up the mind,

and then leaving them awhile in dark-

ness. It is not likely that many of us,

with the little experience that we have,

could resist such great temptations as

Moses did. If such powers were brought

to bear on our minds they might over-

throw and destroy us, but he was pre-

pared beforehand; he had beheld the

glory of God, and had received strength

from the heavens, consequently when

the opposite powers assailed him, his

previous experience strengthened him,

and he held fast to the rod of iron

notwithstanding the darkness he had to

contend with.

When Moses received this great light

and saw the whole earth, he felt a very

great anxiety to know how the earth

was formed. It would be very natural

for a man suddenly endowed with the

power to behold every particle of the

earth, to ask, "How was this made?" and

Moses said, "Be merciful unto thy ser-

vant, O God, and show me concerning

the heavens and the earth, and then thy

servant will be content." The Lord told

Moses that there were many heavens,

and many worlds that had passed away

by his power, and that as one heaven

and one earth should pass away, even so

should another come, and there was no

end to his works and to his words. Then

Moses limited his desires.

Here we see something asked of

the Lord by Moses that was not ex-

pedient, it was not wisdom in the

Lord to reveal it to him, he could not

know all about the many heavens. Then

he asked the Lord, saying, "Show unto

thy servant concerning this earth and

this heaven, then will thy servant be

content." The Lord then gave him what

we term the Book of Genesis, one of the

first books of Moses, telling him, in an-

swer to his prayer, how he formed and

created this earth and this heaven, and

the various stages thereof, as performed

in the several days, until on the sixth

and seventh it was completed. This, ac-

cording to new revelation contained in

the "Pearl of Great Price," is the way

Moses obtained a knowledge of the his-

tory of this creation. Other men, be-

fore his day, also obtained it. Abra-

ham, who lived several hundred years

before Moses, had the Urim and Thum-

mim, which the Lord God gave unto him

in the land of Chaldea, and by the aid

of this instrument he also obtained a

knowledge of the history of this creation,

and not only of this, but of many oth-

ers, God also giving the names of many

of them, such as Kolob and others, which

it is not necessary for me to repeat. But

the Lord, in various ages, has manifested

these great things to the children of men.

But all these great Prophets, Seers and

Revelators had to experience their sea-

sons of darkness and trial, and had to

show their integrity before God in the

midst of the difficulties they had to en-

counter. Shall the Latter-day Saints de-

spond, then, because they may have sea-

sons of darkness, and may be brought

into trials and difficulties? No! Let us

be steadfast, holding fast to the rod of

iron—the word of God—and to our hon-

esty, integrity and uprightness, that God

may be well pleased with us whether

we have much or little of the Spirit. I

do not know how we could have many


