SPIRIT OF LIGHT AND TRUTH, ETC.

things that would comfort and build
them up in their most holy faith.

When we see the great necessity
there is at the present time to teach, and
see how prone men are to forget that
which they are taught, we say, they are
like him who beholds his natural face
in a glass and turns away, and straight-
way forgets what manner of man he
is. It is just so with regard to teach-
ing the people; they need to be stirred
up continually, because of the weakness
of their minds and memories; and nat-
urally viewing this weakness, it seems
almost impossible to believe that it will
ever be different, as long as men are in
a mortal state. Yet I do not look at it in
this light. I look for a great change and
revolution among the inhabitants of our
globe. I look for the veil to be taken not
only from the earth, but from every crea-
ture of all flesh that dwells upon the face
thereof; and all will be in the presence
of God. God himself will be their God,
and they will be his people. God him-
self will wipe away all tears from their
eyes, and there will be no more death,
no more sorrow nor crying, for all things
will become new, and God will be with
his people from that time henceforth and
forever.

Does this mean that God will all
the time dwell upon the earth? No.
There will be a connection, an open-
ing between man and God, that will
bring us into his presence, and whether
he shall be far distant or near it will
make no difference. Here is a principle
that none of us fully comprehend. We
speak oftentimes of going to and return-
ing from God, of going to heaven, and
so on. I have no doubt that many of
us will be counted worthy to approach
near to him so far as distance is con-
cerned. But then, when we come to re-
flect that distance will be comparatively
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annihilated, between God and the worlds
he has made, so that it will make no dif-
ference, as far as his presence is con-
cerned, whether he is close by or mil-
lions of miles distant—there will be a
mutual communication between the Cre-
ator and his children all the time, conse-
quently there will be union and fellow-
ship with him, and rejoicing in his pres-
ence, though he be in a world far beyond
Kolob, of which Abraham speaks.

As an illustration of this principle,
let me bring up some temporal phenom-
ena here on the earth. A few years ago,
when I was a boy, no such thing was
dreamed of as conversing with our neigh-
bors two or three hundred miles distant.
And if such a thing had been thought of
and it had been mentioned, the dreamer
would have been at once set down as a
fanatic or enthusiast, or as one beside
himself, crazy or weakminded. That was
the idea our fathers had, and the idea
that some of us old men had when we
were boys. But since that period God
has seen proper to inspire certain indi-
viduals with information and knowledge,
to erect telegraph poles, and through the
medium of wires attached to these poles,
placed upon nonconductors of electric-
ity, we are enabled to converse instan-
taneously, almost, with the most distant
parts of the earth; and if there is proper
wire connection we can send our mes-
sage to the other side of the globe in
one or two seconds and get a return as
quickly. Is not this making neighbors of
the nations? So far as this one means of
communication is concerned, it is quite
neighborly. We in Salt Lake City can sit
down by the side of our warm fires and
converse with persons sitting by their
fires. The people of these two cities can
talk together, though it is quite expen-
sive as yet to do so.



