PRE-EXISTENCE OF OUR SPIRITS.

nated with God; the marriage that orig-
inated with him is the same as that
of which we had an example in the
beginning—the first marriage that was
ever celebrated here on the earth. Do
you enquire what was the form of that
first marriage between Adam and Eve? I
will explain it in a few words. They were
united as husband and wife by the Lord
himself; when they were united they did
not know anything about death, for they
had not partaken of the fruit of the tree
that was forbidden, and they were then
immortal beings. Here were two be-
ings united who were as immortal as you
will be when you come forth from your
graves in the morning of the first resur-
rection. Under these conditions Adam
and Eve were married. I do not believe
that the Lord used the ceremony that is
now used—I marry you until death shall
separate you. By what means did death
come into the world? After this marriage
by partaking of the forbidden fruit, they
brought death on both male and female,
or as the Apostle Paul says, "By one man
sin and death entered into the world,
even so shall all be made alive, and ev-
ery man in his own order."

It seems then, that if there had been
no sin, death never would have come
upon Adam and Eve, and they would
have been living today, immortal, nearly
six thousand years after being placed in
the Garden of Eden, and would they not
still be husband and wife? Certainly,
and so they would continue if millions
and millions of ages should pass away,
and you could not point out any period
in the future, when this relation would
cease; no matter how many myriads of
ages might pass away, unless they by sin
brought death into the world. All will
admit, who reflect on the subject, that
this marriage was for eternity, and that
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death interfered with it only for the
time being, until the resurrection should
bring them forth and reunite them.

The "Mormons," or Latter-day Saints,
believe in this kind of marriage, and the
first one ever performed on the earth is
a pattern for us. Moreover God has re-
vealed to us the nature of marriage, and
that its relationships are to exist after
the resurrection, and that it must be at-
tended to in this life in order to secure
it for the next life. For instance, if you
wish to obtain a great many blessings
pertaining to the future world, you have
to secure those blessings here. You can-
not be baptized in the next state of ex-
istence for the remission of sins; that
is an ordinance pertaining to the flesh,
which you must attend to here. And
so with all other ordinances which God
has ordained, you have to partake of
them here in order to have a claim on
the promises hereafter. It is so with re-
gard to marriage; and this agrees with
what Jesus has said in relation to their
not marrying nor giving in marriage in
that world. There will be no such thing
there. Why? Because this is the world
for all these ordinances to be attended
to. Here is the place to secure all the
blessings for the next world. We have
to show in this probation that we will be
obedient in obeying the commandments
of heaven so that we may have a claim
on every blessing pertaining to the next
life. Consequently, we have to secure
this marriage for eternity while in this
world. When a female in the Latter-
day Saint Church marries a person out-
side the Church it is not a marriage in
our estimation, in the scriptural sense of
the word, it is only a union until death
shall part them. When a person does
this we really consider them weak in the



