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them to death, and cast them out of their

midst, and they were full of wrath and

indignation and sinned against great

light, so that the Lord was under the

necessity of sending other Prophets to

them, telling them that at the time of

the crucifixion, if they did not repent,

many of their cities should be burned

with fire, many destroyed with tempests,

and that they should be visited with sore

judgments and calamities; and that dur-

ing the time Jesus should be lifted up

on the cross, there should be tremen-

dous earthquakes upon all the face of

this continent, and that after that there

would be three days and three nights of

darkness, and that this darkness should

come immediately after the execution of

the Savior. Now let us read what the

Prophet says on page 450 of the Book of

Mormon concerning these events, which

transpired just as they had been pre-

dicted.

"And it came to pass in the thirty

and fourth year, in the first month,

in the fourth day of the month, there

arose a great storm, such an one as

had never been known in all the land."

From what period was this date reck-

oned? We are informed on page 435

of this book, that the Nephites began

reckoning the beginning of their year

from the sign given them at the birth

of the Savior—the night without dark-

ness. Previous to that they had reckoned

from the time of their leaving Jerusalem,

600 years before Christ, and they contin-

ued this some five centuries, until they

changed the form of their government

on this continent, and introduced judges;

then they reckoned their time from the

beginning of the reign of the judges.

This mode of reckoning lasted ninety-

one years. Five hundred and nine years

having passed away before the reign of

the judges commenced, and ninety-one

added to that made 600 years from the

time that Lehi and the colony came out

of Jerusalem. Then they changed their

mode of reckoning, and reckoned from

the time this great sign was given in the

heavens, so that we know what this date

means—"in the thirty and fourth year, in

the first month, and in the fourth day of

the month." Now I think this gives us a

clue to the age of Jesus when he was cru-

cified, but we will read on, and see about

the storm.

"There arose a great storm, such an

one as never had been known in all the

land. And there was also a great and

terrible tempest; and there was terri-

ble thunder, insomuch that it did shake

the whole earth as if it was about to di-

vide asunder. And there were exceeding

sharp lightnings, such as never had been

known in all the land. And the city of

Zarahemla did take fire."

Zarahemla was their great capital

city. It was located in the north part of

South America, on one branch of that

river that we call the river Magdalena,

that runs down from the mountains to

the northward, and empties into the

Caribbean Sea. On the west side of that

river was located the great city of Zara-

hemla. We will now read further:

"And the city Zarahemla did take fire.

And the city Moroni did sink into the

depths of the sea, and the inhabitants

thereof were drowned. And the earth

was carried up upon the city of Moroni-

hah, that in the place of the city thereof

there became a great mountain."

Now if our miners, those who

go into South America, should hap-

pen to dig in a few thousand feet,

and should come across old build-

ings, they need not be astonished, for

the Lord made a terrible revolution

in the land. There came a great


