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mountain in the place where this city

stood; "and there was a great and terri-

ble destruction in the land southward"—

what we term South America.

"But behold, there was a more great

and terrible destruction in the land

northward"—North America—"for be-

hold the whole face of the land was

changed because of the tempest, and the

whirlwinds, and the thunderings, and

the lightnings, and the exceeding great

quakings of the whole earth; And the

highways were broken up, and the level

roads were spoiled, and many smooth

places became rough. And many great

and notable cities were sunk, and many

were burned, and many were shook till

the buildings thereof had fallen to the

earth, and the inhabitants thereof were

slain, and the places were left desolate.

And there were some cities which re-

mained; but the damage thereof was ex-

ceedingly great, and there were many

in them who were slain. And there

were some who were carried away in the

whirlwind; and whither they went no

man knoweth, save they know that they

were carried away. And thus the face

of the whole earth became deformed, be-

cause of the tempests, and the thunder-

ings, and the lightnings, and the quak-

ing of the earth. And behold, the rocks

were rent in twain; they were broken

up upon the face of the whole earth, in-

somuch that they were found in broken

fragments, and in seams and in cracks,

upon all the face of the land."

You can see from this, what terri-

ble convulsions have taken place on this

continent, even here in these moun-

tains. In the mountains west of

this valley, you will find the strata

of rock set up almost perpendicular;

that was not the way they were first

formed. You will also find there, as

elsewhere, strata dipping at a greater

or less angle into the earth. The cause of

all this has been the terrible convulsions

that our globe has undergone, and more

especially at the time of the crucifixion.

"And it came to pass that when the

thunderings, and the lightnings, and the

storm, and the tempest, and the quak-

ings of the earth did cease—for behold

they did last for about the space of three

hours; and it was said by some that the

time was greater; nevertheless, all these

great and terrible things were done in

about the space of three hours— and

then behold there was darkness upon the

face of the land."

I might go on reading, if it were nec-

essary, in regard to the weeping, wailing

and mourning of the people during these

three days of intense darkness—no sun,

moon, nor stars were to be seen, and the

vapor was so great that the inhabitants

of the land could feel it, the same as the

darkness was felt in the land of Egypt.

It was not, of course, the darkness that

was felt, but the vapor that was so thick.

There is one thing, however, to which I

wish to call your special attention, be-

fore I make any further remarks in re-

gard to the date that is here given. When

this darkness dispersed, it is said to have

been morning. You will find it on page

454. "And it came to pass that thus did

the three days pass away; and it was in

the morning, and the darkness dispersed

from off the face of land, and the earth

did cease to tremble, and the rocks did

cease to rend."

You might say that this was not

three days and three nights, for Je-

sus was crucified and died on the

cross at 3 o'clock in the afternoon at

Jerusalem, and consequently for it to

have been just three days and three

nights, you might suppose that the

darkness must have dispersed in the


