GOD THE SOURCE OF ALL GOOD, ETC.

the light of truth, the blessings of the ever-
lasting Gospel, the revelations of God, the
Holy Priesthood, with all its blessings and
government and rule, all these and every
true enjoyment that we possess come from
God. We do not always realize this, but
it is nevertheless true that to God we are
indebted for every good and perfect gift.
He organized our bodies as they exist in all
their perfection, symmetry and beauty. He,
as the poet has expressed it,

“Makes the grass the hills adorn,

And clothes the smiling fields with corn,

The beasts with food his hands supply,
And the young ravens when they cry.”

He is merciful and kind and benevolent
towards all his creatures, and it is well for
us to reflect upon these things sometimes,
for we thus realize our dependence upon
the Almighty.

In speaking of the affairs of this world,
it is often asked by many—“Why, should
we not attend to them?” Of course we
should. Do we not talk of building up
Zion? Of course we do. Do we not talk
of building cities and of making beauti-
ful habitations, gardens and orchards, and
placing ourselves in such a position that we
and our families can enjoy the blessings of
life? Of course we do. God has given us the
land and all the necessary elements for this
purpose, and he has given us intelligence to
use them. But the great thing he has had in
view is, that whilst we use the intelligence
that he gives us for the accomplishment of
the various objects that are desirable for
our well-being and happiness, we should
not forget him who is the source of all our
blessings, whether pertaining to the pres-
ent or the future. Mankind everywhere and
in all ages have universally manifested a
desire to obtain the things of this world—
gold, silver, houses, lands, possessions,
etc. This desire is inherent in man; it was
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planted in our bosoms by the Almighty,
and is as correct as any other principle if
we can only understand it, control it, and
rightly appreciate the possessions and bless-
ings we enjoy. The earth was made for our
possession. The lands, waters, mountains,
valleys, the trees, the minerals, vegetation
of all kinds, plants, shrubs and flowers—all
these things were made for the use of man,
and it is for us to appropriate them to their
proper use, to estimate them at their prop-
er value, and as rational, intelligent, im-
mortal beings, to comprehend the object of
the creation of these things, as well as the
object of our creation, and why and how,
and under what circumstances we can en-
joy them, and how long we can retain pos-
session of them. In examining the human
mind you will find many correct feelings
and instincts planted there, if men would
be governed by them. I do not know but
it is this the Prophet has reference to when
he says, “There is a spirit in man: and the
inspiration of the Almighty giveth it un-
derstanding.” Another Scripture says that
“God has given to every man a portion of
his Spirit to profit withal;” but then, many
men do not profit by it; and although they
have this light or intuition within them-
selves, they are not governed by it. There
is a party of religionists in the world, called
Quakers, so strongly impregnated with this
idea, that they think that this inward mon-
itor is sufficient to guide men in all their
acts in life.

There are certain political principles
(I am referring to the freedom of the hu-
man mind), that are very pertinent on
this point. When the framers of the
Declaration of Independence assembled
on this continent, far away from other
nations and peoples, in reflecting upon
governments and man, the very first thing
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