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their souls will be required of them.

If man were to live up to the priv-

ileges with which he is surrounded; if

he followed the light of revelation and

sought for and became acquainted with

God, and correct principles in relation to

the future, he would not want to lay up

so much the treasures of the earth as the

treasures of eternal life. But you are now

talking of spiritual things? No, I am not,

I am talking about temporal things, and

I will go back, and examine some men

who have lived here on the earth, Job,

for instance. He said, "I know that my

Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand

in the latter day upon the earth, and that

I shall see him; and though worms feed

on my body, yet in my flesh I shall see

God." Job, when he was resurrected, ex-

pected to stand upon and to inherit the

earth in the latter days, when the earth

should be redeemed.

Another prophet, speaking of the

same things, says, "I shall stand in my

lot in the end of the days." He also ex-

pected an inheritance upon the earth.

And then, the ancient apostles, in talk-

ing about these things, said that the

Saints should live and reign on the earth

after the resurrection, when the earth

should have become purified. Hence it

is very natural for a feeling of this kind

to be planted in the bosoms of men, that

is, an attachment to the earth, for it is

man's eternal inheritance, but that feel-

ing must be sanctified.

Who is it that will possess the earth?

Is it those ancient monarchs who fought,

conquered, subdued and slew their thou-

sands, waded through seas of blood to

gain empire? No, not at all. Is it the

man, who, by fraud, deception, trick-

ery, dishonesty and chicanery, took ad-

vantage of those around him, and so

amassed large wealth and possessions?

Verily no. Who will, then? Let Jesus

speak. Says he, "Blessed are the meek:

for they shall inherit the earth." They

are the ones who will rejoice before God

in the possession of the blessings of

earth, and not the kings and other char-

acters to whom I have referred. One

of the prophets saw the end of these

kings and rulers, and he says, "They

were gathered together, as prisoners are

gathered together, into a pit, and they

were shut up for many days, and after

many days they will be visited." They

will have some chance of salvation and of

an exaltation, but they have to remain in

prison for many days, like the antedilu-

vians had, before Jesus went to preach

to the spirits in prison, who were some-

times disobedient in the days of Noah.

We have a great many principles in-

nate in our natures that are correct, but

they want sanctifying. God said to man,

"Be fruitful and multiply, and replenish

the earth and subdue it, and have do-

minion over the fish of the sea, the fowls

of the air, and the creeping things that

creep on the face of the earth." Well, he

has planted, in accordance with this, a

natural desire in woman towards man,

and in man towards woman, and a feel-

ing of affection, regard and sympathy ex-

ists between the sexes. We bring it into

the world with us, but that, like every-

thing else, has to be sanctified. An un-

lawful gratification of these feelings and

sympathies is wrong in the sight of God,

and leads down to death, while a proper

exercise of our functions leads to life,

happiness and exaltation in this world

and the world to come. And so it is in

regard to a thousand other things.

We like enjoyment here. That is

right. God designs that we should

enjoy ourselves. I do not believe in

a religion that makes people gloomy,

melancholy, miserable and ascetic. I

would not want to spend my life in a


