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something like an aristocracy, which is

very repugnant to the wishes of good

feeling men and women. But they have

either to do this or to be run over inmany

instances.

I speak of these things for your in-

formation. I do not know that you need

any information of this kind here. I sup-

pose I ought to have delivered this lec-

ture in our Ward. In all our amuse-

ments we should see that things are con-

ducted right, and we should never for-

get to act the part of ladies and gen-

tlemen, and we should do away with

frowardness and impudence, and treat

everybody with kindness, courtesy and

respect. I speak of these things because

they strike my attention. But perhaps I

have said enough on this subject.

We are here—a number of Saints.

Well, you have outsiders among you.

That is none of our business, they are

not us. I am now talking to Saints. We

have come here to fear God and keep his

commandments. I do not expect to frame

my religion, ideas or amusements to suit

the feelings of any man under the heav-

ens. I want to get my inspiration from

God, and be led by him, and I want to

honor him in all my acts. I do not care

what this, that, or the other man does.

Know ye not that God has called us from

the world to plant among us the prin-

ciples of eternal truth, to teach us cor-

rect principles, and to show us how to

conduct ourselves towards one another,

and towards all men? To show us also

how to enjoy life, what course to pursue

to elevate ourselves in the world, and

to bring up others to our standard? We

should never descend to others. That

is my feeling, but I have seen some do

it. Go out among the Indians here, and

you will see traders among themwho, in-

stead of lifting up the Indians, go right

down to them. I do not object, my-

self, to have good, decent, respectable,

honorable men associated with us more

or less; but I do object to descending to

the morality of the wicked and corrupt.

I do not believe in drinking, or in the

lasciviousness and dishonesty that are

practiced by many who call themselves

honorable men. I want nothing to do

with them, and I say, "My soul, enter not

thou into their secrets; and mine honor,

with them be not thou united."

We have come here for the purpose

of elevating ourselves, and of elevating

the people that we are among. We have

come here to build up Zion, to be taught

of the Lord, to establish righteousness,

and to prepare a people for his com-

ing. What is there in the world that

we do not know? We knew their re-

ligion, philosophy and morality before

we came here. We came here in or-

der that we might prepare a people

for the time when the bursting heav-

ens shall reveal the Son of God, when

creation shall feel his power and cease

to groan, and when all people under

the heavens shall say, "Blessing, glory,

honor, power, might, majesty and domin-

ion be ascribed to him that sits on the

throne and the Lamb forever." We came

here to introduce principles in regard

to our religion, morals, social status,

the covenants that we make with God,

and all things pertaining to this world

and the world to come. And because of

this, heavy responsibilities devolve upon

us as parents, Elders in Israel, Bish-

ops, Presidents, High Priests, Seventies,

and in every office in the Priesthood

and all the various avocations in life,

that we may be able to say, finally, "I

have fought the good fight, I have fin-

ished my course, I have kept the faith,

I have done that which is right, I have

been full of integrity, virtue, holiness and

purity, and hence is laid up for me a


