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that and the other. But it did not exactly

work, and they did not get them, but that

did not alter the feeling or principle that

existed. Covetous, boasters and proud! I

am quoting from your own Bible—King

James' translation—and one of your own

Prophets predicted these very things of

you. Boasting! How much swaggering do

we see around everywhere? No matter

where you go you see little boys growing

up full of pride, impudence and imper-

tinence. They are called "Young Amer-

ica." Beautiful specimens, and fine men

they will make when they are full grown!

Plenty of them come along here. We

know all about them. What is the feeling

abroad in the world in relation to disobe-

dience to parents? Who the devil cares

about father or mother? Say the young

folks, "I am of age and I will do as I d—d

please;" and off they go, and do as they

please. The Prophets have testified that

these things would be, and what we see

and hear is only fulfilling their words.

What kind of people should these

be? They should have a form of godli-

ness, many of them be very pious, have

long faces, and for a pretence make

long prayers. Jesus in his day accused

some of being men of this kind, and

said he, "These shall receive the greater

condemnation." They shall be truce and

covenant breakers. Have we any such

now-a-days? Why if a man borrows

five dollars he must give a mortgage on

something, because the lender fears he

will be cheated out of it. Men have

no confidence in each other's word. I

would not give a straw for a man if I

could not trust his word. There is noth-

ing of him, no foundation, nothing to

tie to. Yet these are the very people

that the Prophet said should exist in the

last days. They enter into covenant and

never think of fulfilling it. Their word

amounts to nothing, their integrity has

no foundation.

I speak of these things for your infor-

mation, for this is the condition of the

world. And are we free from it? Not by a

long way—I wish we were. I wish there

were more honesty, virtue, integrity and

truthfulness, and more of every princi-

ple among us that is calculated to exalt

and ennoble humanity. I speak of these

things as a shame to the human fam-

ily; and if they exist among the Saints

it is a crying, burning shame, and we all

ought to be disgusted; for if anybody in

the world ought to be men of integrity,

truth and honesty, we should be, every-

where and under all circumstances. And

if we say a thing it ought to be as wor-

thy of belief as if we had sworn to it,

and as if we were bound by ten thousand

ties to accomplish it. But if a man has

not the principle of integrity in his own

self you cannot put it there. The Latter-

day Saints should be ashamed to mix up

with these things, and to prostitute the

principles which God has revealed unto

them. I speak of these things to warn

you against them.

The Lord has brought us here, that

we may be taught and instructed in cor-

rect principles and led in the paths of

life. Did we gather here to get re-

ligion and to prepare to die? Noth-

ing of the kind. I do not care one

particle about death. I have had him

grin at me numbers of times, but I

care nothing about him, and I ask no

odds of him. I know something be-

yond death. We are here to prepare

to live, and to teach our children how

to live after us; and to teach the world

the same lesson if they will only receive

it. We know that our spirits existed

with the Father before we came here.

We know that we are immortal as well


