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we can contemplate the future and the

life that is to come, and can understand

anything connected with it that we can

rely upon, there is something in the

contemplation that lifts us above every-

thing of a sublunary or perishable char-

acter. We are brought nearer to God,

we feel that there is a spark of immor-

tality within us, that we are indeed im-

mortal and partakers of the Divine na-

ture, through our inheritance as the chil-

dren of God. And this is the effect that

the principles of the Gospel, when prop-

erly understood, have upon mankind.

They had this effect upon them in an-

cient days; they have this effect upon

them in these days. It is on this ac-

count that men are capable of making

sacrifices; and that men in ancient days

could face every danger and could sub-

mit to the most ignominious tortures and

death. It is knowledge concerning the fu-

ture, which God has given to the Latter-

day Saints, that has sustained them in

their persecutions and trials in the past,

and which sustains them at the present

time; and it is this which has sustained

thousands of other people who have not

been Latter-day Saints, and who have

not had a fullness of the Gospel, but only

understood the principles of the Gospel

to a partial extent. What is there that

is calculated to fill the heart of man with

greater joy than the knowledge that God

has revealed the plan of salvation—a

plan which not only comprehends within

its scope man's individual salvation, but

the salvation of his ancestors and his

posterity, and gives unto him, to a cer-

tain extent, the power to be a savior of

men, to be a progenitor in the earth,

as Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were; to

be the means in the hands of God of

bringing to pass also the salvation of

those who have passed away in igno-

rance. It has been a matter which has

puzzled thousands of well-meaning, hon-

est people who believed in God and in

the Gospel as far as they knew it—to

understand what disposition would be

made of those who died in ignorance of

the Gospel. For instance, the millions

of heathen who have died without hav-

ing heard the name of the Lord Jesus

Christ. Many men, including ministers,

have entertained the idea that they go

to a place of punishment from which

there is no escape, but that they welter

there in torment throughout the endless

ages of eternity. Others, more charita-

ble, have scarcely any idea what will be-

come of them, and they therefore do not

venture an opinion respecting the sub-

ject. Others still, have an idea that this

cannot be the fate of the heathen, or, if

so, that God must be unjust. There is

something revolting to the merciful mind

in the idea that God, our Heavenly Fa-

ther would condemn millions of people

to endless pain because of their igno-

rance of some great principle or truth,

which he might have communicated to

them but did not. For instance, millions

of people have lived in Polynesia and

the islands of the Pacific for unnumbered

generations—history does not tell us

howmany, their traditions scarcely num-

ber them—and they never heard, until

quite recently, the name of Jesus Christ,

never knew that he was the Son of God

and the Savior of the world. They have

died by millions in total ignorance of the

plan of salvation as taught in the Scrip-

tures. Millions died on this great con-

tinent before the landing of the whites

on American soil—countless tribes of In-

dians wandered to and fro from the po-

lar regions of the north to the equator,

and from the equator to the polar regions

of the south, and not one amongst them

all knew anything about God, his Son


