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asunder, to have their heads cut off, to be

crucified, to be thrown into the dens of

wild beasts, and to suffer anything and

everything, every kind of death, for the

sake of the Gospel that they had em-

braced, and they endured these things

unflinchingly. Will they receive only the

same glory as those who pass along with-

out any affliction and suffering, and who

have pleasure all their days? No, the

Apostle Paul, in the chapter that has

been quoted from—the 15th chapter of

the 1st of Corinthians, makes it plain

that there is a difference in the degrees

of glory that men will receive after death.

He says that there is one glory of the

sun, another of the moon and another of

the stars. This shows that different de-

grees of glory will be awarded men and

women in the resurrection according to

their faithfulness here. Some will re-

ceive the glory of the sun, which is called

the celestial glory; others will receive a

glory typified by the moon, called the ter-

restrial glory; and others a glory typified

by the stars, which is called the telestial

glory.

The Latter-day Saints, as a people,

are seeking to obtain celestial glory.

They want to go where the Father and

Son are, and to dwell eternally in their

presence. They want to receive bless-

ings similar to those which Jesus has

received. On this account they have

been as willing as the former-day Saints

to suffer all things for the sake of the

Gospel of Christ.

Many men wonder why we left

the States as and when we did, and

came into this wilderness, and why

we endured persecutions. This is a

matter of constant wonder to those

who investigate our history and who

do not understand the reasons which

have prompted us to cling to our

religion. They say, "If you will

abandon this principle or that, we will

fellowship you. If you reject the Book

of Mormon, that is not much, you have

the Bible. If you would reject Joseph

Smith as a Prophet, we would receive

you. Your doctrine is not so unpalatable.

If you did not have so much confidence in

Brigham Young, and did not take him as

your counselor in all things, there would

not be anything particularly objection-

able in your doctrines. You believe in the

Bible, the Old and New Testaments; but

there are some principles of your religion

which you might as well abandon." Some

men who call themselves good friends of

the Latter-day Saints reason like this.

They do not seem to understand that ev-

ery principle connected with the Gospel

is vital to salvation, and that if we reject

the Book of Mormon we reject the Bible;

if we reject Joseph Smith, we reject Je-

sus Christ who inspired and sent him; if

we reject Brigham Young as an Apostle,

we might as well reject Peter, James and

John and the other Apostles who lived

in ancient days; and that, in fact, to re-

ject any of these would be to reject the

whole, and that to be Latter-day Saints

we have to believe every principle con-

nected with our religion, or we have to be

complete apostates to the whole of it. We

cannot say we will receive this and reject

that principle. We cannot say, We will re-

ceive faith in Jesus Christ, repentance of

sin, baptism and the laying on of hands

and reject everything else. We will not

gather with the people, we will not pay

tithing, we will not believe in Brigham

Young as an Apostle or Prophet. We can-

not be Latter-day Saints and feel thus,

we must either receive, or be apostate to,

the whole of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

We are fighting for great truths,

not with carnal weapons—swords,

guns, or weapons of war; but we are


