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persecution, and triumph when in con-

tact with everything that can be brought

against it. I would not give a fig for my

religion if it would not do this, so long as

its believers are not extirpated, as were

the believers in the Gospel in ancient

days. If they will only let us live and

enjoy our natural and heaven-bestowed

rights, I have no fears as to the result.

It is true that the wicked could turn in

and kill us off in detail, as they killed

our ancient predecessors—the Apostles

and followers of Christ. In that day they

killed every man that professed to have

revelation from God. They searched and

hunted until not a man could be found

among the sons of men who could say

unto the people, "Thus saith the Lord,"

until not a man could be found who could

say that an angel had appeared to him;

until not a man could be found among

all the children of earth who could say,

"God has revealed this to me." If God

would permit it, we might be hunted,

slain and driven until all were finally ex-

tirpated from the face of the earth, and

in this way, probably, our religion would

not stand and endure the contest or con-

tact with what is called a superior civi-

lization. But so long as we are allowed

to live, and to enjoy the exercise of our

opinion in this great nation, whose boast

it is that it is the land of untrammeled

liberty, I do not fear the contest or its re-

sult, and in saying this I believe I speak

the sentiments of every man and woman

who belongs to the Church in this Ter-

ritory. We know that we have received

the truth, that it will be triumphant in

the end, and that it will live through and

survive all kinds of persecution that may

be brought to bear against it.

But there is something that I

dread more than active persecution.

We have endured persecutions which

have driven us from our homes. Mobs

have burned our houses, destroyed our

corn and wheat fields, and torn down

our fences; our men have been slain, and

in some instances our women ravished.

We have been driven as wild beasts are

driven from the habitations of men, and

compelled to flee to the wilderness. We

have endured this, and we know that we

can endure it, and live in the midst of

it, for we have been tested. But we have

not yet endured prosperity, we have not

yet been tested in this crucible, which is

one of the severest to which a people can

be subjected. We have not been tested

with abundance of property and wealth

lavished upon us; and here, my brethren

and sisters, is the point against which

we have to guard more than all others,

for there is more danger today to the

Zion of God in the wealth that is pouring

into and increasing in the hands of the

Latter-day Saints, than in all the armies

that have ever beenmustered against us,

or all the mobs that have been formed for

our overthrow, from the organization of

the Church until today. There is danger

not in mines alone, not in the increase of

strangers in our midst, not in the seduc-

ing influences which attend the presence

of some of them, but in the fact that we

ourselves are growing wealthy, and that

it is natural for us to become attached

to wealth, and for the mind of man to

be allured by it, and by the influence

which it brings. There is danger in this,

and I look for the same results to follow

this condition of affairs that formerly fol-

lowed mobocracy. The mobs came upon

us, and they cleansed from among us

the hypocrites and cowards, and those

who could not endure. The Gospel of Je-

sus Christ, which brought persecutions,

and called upon men to forsake houses


