
and lands and everything that was dear to 
them, and to push out into the wilderness, 
had no attraction for the classes I have 
named, in the early history of the Church; 
and I expect that there will be attractions 
stronger than the Gospel to hypocrites and 
those weak in the faith in the present phase 
of our history, and that influences now 
operating will produce the same results 
as we have witnessed, that is, to cleanse 
the people of God. We have, therefore, at 
the present time, that at our doors, which 
menaces us with greater danger than mobs. 
I do not dread the results, but doubtless 
many, unless they are very careful, will 
have their hearts hardened and their eyes 
blinded by, and they will fall a prey to and 
be overcome by these evils, which the ad-
versary is seeking to pour upon us.

It  has been truly said by many, 
“Introduce fashions into Salt Lake, in-
crease wealth among the people and in-
duce them to follow fashion and be sur-
rounded by influences that will win them 
from their primitive habits, then you have 
solved the Mormon problem.” There is 
great truth in this statement. I recognize 
it and warn you of it. I know that if we 
would allow ourselves to be thus influ-
enced, there is really more danger in this 
than in anything else. I stand here tonight 
in the presence of God and before you, 
my brethren and sisters, and I declare 
that I fully believe that we shall stand this 
trial, as we have others. I have no fear as 
to the result, so far as the entire people is 
concerned. But as a people we had bet-
ter be warned. We had better watch 
well our ways, look well to our hearts,  
keep our minds well on the principles that 
God has revealed, and love our religion 
more than anything else on the face of 
the earth. We must preserve our love for 
the principles of our faith intact and in-

violate, free from every impurity. What 
could be offered to us that we have not 
got in our religion? Is it wealth? I expect 
to have boundless wealth and boundless 
dominion, if faithful to God; and I expect 
that every faithful man and woman in the 
Church will have everything that his or her 
heart can desire in this Gospel which God 
has revealed. The Prophet Isaiah, speaking 
of Jesus, says, To the increase of his king-
dom there shall be no end. That promise 
is also made to us—to the increase of our 
kingdom there shall be no end. What did 
the Lord say to Abraham when he had 
blessed him? He told him to look upon 
the stars of heaven and promised that as 
they were countless and innumerable so 
should his seed be. That promise, made 
to Abraham, the Father of the Faithful, 
is couched in the words of Isaiah to Jesus. 
There was to be no end to the kingdom of 
Abraham, he was to have thrones, princi-
palities and dominions; to be crowned not 
with a barren, empty crown, not a crown 
without a kingdom, but a real one, em-
blematical of endless and boundless rule, 
power, dominion and glory. The Lord 
has promised the same glory to every be-
ing who attains to the glory of the sun, 
who gains a fullness of glory in his celestial 
kingdom. They all will be heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Jesus Christ. Recollect the 
words—joint heirs with Jesus Christ, and 
as he has dominion and rule so will they. 
He that has been faithful over a few things 
shall be made ruler over many, says Jesus; 
and in another place he says that all who 
have forsaken fathers, mothers, houses or  
lands for my sake shall receive a hundred 
fold in this life, and in the life to come 
life everlasting. We are promised, then, a 
hundred fold for all we forsake in this life,  
and life everlasting hereafter. What was
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