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the song which John says was sung by
the saved in heaven? "Thou hast made
us kings and priests unto God, and we
shall reign on the earth." This is the
promise made to the faithful by God, the
King of kings. It is natural for man to
seek to exercise rule wherever he can;
and it is perfectly right when bounded
and controlled by principle.

In the Gospel there is open to us room
for the exercise of this feeling without
any evil results following it. We can, if
we choose, in this life lay a foundation
for eternal riches, dominion and rule,
and the possession of all blessings which
God has promised to the faithful. We
therefore look for a heaven of this kind.
The Latter-day Saint does not look for
an empty heaven, where he has got to
sing continually to the thrumming of the
harp. The Saints look for a tangible
heaven, the same as we have here, only
glorified immensely. We expect to be like
God, our heavenly Father—to take part
in creation, in the creation and peopling
of new worlds, and in doing things simi-
lar to what God has done. This is a sub-
ject of such magnitude that I can only
briefly allude to it in passing.

Do you understand, can you under-
stand, brethren and sisters, why the
ancients were willing to suffer and en-
dure all things? They knew that God
had in store for them everything that
their hearts could desire; and that the
joys of which they had a slight fore-
taste here they would receive a full-
ness of hereafter. If they had wives
they knew they would be theirs for eter-
nity. If they had families they knew
they would be theirs for eternity. They
knew that Jesus meant what he said
to Peter when he said, Thou art Pe-
ter, to thee I give the keys of the king-
dom, and whatsoever thou shalt bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven. What
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ordinances were there that Peter had to
perform on earth that should be bound
in heaven? The Latter-day Saints un-
derstand it. God has restored the same
authority to the earth, and has bestowed
it upon the man who occupies the same
position in the Church in this day that
Peter held in his. Peter was the senior
Apostle—the President of the Twelve,
and he, therefore, had the right to hold
the keys, and to seal a wife to her hus-
band, and the ordinance would be bound
in heaven as he bound it on the earth.
The Latter-day Saints claim to have re-
ceived the same authority. We believe
when we marry that we marry for eter-
nity, and that our wives and children
will dwell with us in eternity. This is
our faith. It was over his posterity that
Abraham was to reign. What benefit
would it be to him to have posterity as
numerous as the sands on the seashore,
or as the stars of heaven, if he did not
rule over them? But embody the idea
of rule and dominion, and of his being a
prince over his posterity, the progenitor
of a great and mighty race, over whom
he should eventually reign and rule, and
then we see the precious nature of the
promise which the Lord made to him.
The Lord gave him Canaan as an ever-
lasting possession, yet Stephen, the mar-
tyr, when he preached his last discourse
to the Jews, told them that Abraham
had not had so much as a foot of it, but
the time would come to which I have re-
ferred, when he and his seed would sing,
"Thou hast made us kings and priests
unto God, and we shall reign on the
earth." This reigning on the earth was
embodied in their ideas of heaven. This
is the kind of heaven to which the an-
cients looked, and it is the kind of heaven
to which the Latter-day Saints look, and
this is in consequence of the great and



