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I might go on and point out the differ-

ent characters, but having given you two

or three examples, you must draw your

own inference in relation to the condition

hereafter of every living being. "Why,"

says one, "I expect to go into the celestial

kingdom." You do? That is the highest

grade of glory that we have any knowl-

edge of. Put you or me into a place that

we are not qualified to fill, and is it a

heaven or a hell to us? For instance,

there are many heavy mercantile firms

in this city. An upright man, full of char-

ity and good works, applies at the count-

ing house of one of these large establish-

ments for a berth as chief clerk, to keep

their financial affairs properly posted up.

He knows nothing about figures or about

wielding the pen, but he is a good man.

Let the weight of responsibility gradu-

ally descend and fall upon him, and he

says, "I am crushed, I cannot do any-

thing with this position, Oh deliver me

from this place!" How often do we hear

men say, "I am going to be a ruler in

the kingdom of God." The presumption

is that such men possess certain neces-

sary qualifications. To be a ruler without

the qualifications for one, is to receive

an exalted position to become a mark of

ridicule for all beholders. I will tell you

that to put you or me in a place that we

are not qualified to fill, it is a hell for us,

instead of a place of honor and exalta-

tion, and I feel that I have no time to

lose in preparing and qualifying myself

to learn first to be a subject. If I cannot

submit to be a subject, how can I ever

expect to be a ruler? If I have not re-

gard enough for the kingdom of God to

comply with its requirements and laws

and to pay my tithing, but show myself

disloyal all my life, how can I expect to

be elevated as a ruler in that kingdom

that has no end? I cannot expect it.

I will now repeat what I said before—

the celestial kingdom is the seat of all

science, and like a great tree whose

shadow reaches our earth, true science

emanates thence, where it exists in its

most refined and pure state, down here

to our earth. Now, unless we go to and es-

tablish schools to educate ourselves and

our children in all the shadows that are

reflected upon our earth, how can we

manage the substance? As it is said,

"He that is unfaithful in the unrighteous

mammon, who shall commit to his trust

the true riches?" And if we are unfaithful

to the shadows, who will commit to us

the golden beams of purity, intelligence

and love, even the sciences as they ex-

ist in the celestial kingdom? It is for us

to look at and reflect upon these things,

and to devote ourselves to the acquisition

of knowledge.

This city is becoming a fashionable

city. I see that the Latter-day Saints

are copying the fashions of the outside

world. I love to see innocence, purity,

cleanliness and all this, and I would

rather have disclosed to me, in the vi-

sions of one night's sleep, the true prin-

ciples of godliness as they exist on the

other side of the veil, than to have all

the pride and fashion that decorate these

poor mortal bodies, for one view of eter-

nal things throws into the shade all

earthly grandeur and glory. This is what

I delight in. Brethren and sisters, let us

pay our tithing, that we may earn an in-

heritance in the kingdom of God, and we

shall find that our loyalty in this shape

will actually purchase us an everlasting

inheritance.

Says one, "What becomes of

tithing? I would like to know

whether these Priests, Apostles, Bish-

ops and Presidents use it all up


