DIFFERENT DEGREES OF REWARD, ETC.

with me this evening, and I do humbly
pray to my Father in heaven, in the
name of his beloved Son, that he will
grant unto me the Spirit to discern what
to say and what would be most adapted
to the wants of those who are present.
There is such a vast field of light and
truth which God has revealed in differ-
ent ages of the world, and more espe-
cially in our times, that the great diffi-
culty with the servant of God, I have of-
ten thought, is to distinguish and discern
what portion of the great variety would
be most pleasing in the sight of the Lord
to lay before the people.

There are a great many peculiarities
in our religion, but the generality of the
Latter-day Saints are well acquainted
with them. Sometimes strangers attend
our meetings who would be glad to have
us dwell upon certain subjects, which
they think would greatly interest them.
We are willing to do so, but still we study
to have the Spirit to edify all, whether
they be in the Church, or whether they
be strangers who are here on a visit.

Among the peculiarities which God
has revealed directly to the Latter-day
Saints may be mentioned the various de-
grees of happiness and glory which exist
in the eternal world, also the various de-
grees of punishment upon the different
classes of individuals. Formerly, before
we became Latter-day Saints, we were
instructed by our fathers and mothers,
and by the ministers whom we heard,
that there were but two places in the
eternal worlds, one or the other of which
was intended for all the human family;
that all that happened to miss heaven
would be sent to the other place, which
they called hell. This subject was dwelt
upon very lengthily and very interest-
ingly by Brother Hyde this afternoon,
and during his remarks he told about
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the different mansions that God had in
reserve for all the human family, some of
which are glorious, and others intended
as places of punishment. These things
were dwelt upon very fully by Brother
Hyde, in some respects, but there were
some items connected with them that
were not fully investigated and laid be-
fore the people.

The way that we obtained a more
perfect knowledge of the future condi-
tion of the children of men was by rev-
elation; indeed all the knowledge that
ever mankind did obtain in relation to
this matter was by revelation. We read
in Paul's first epistle to the Corinthi-
ans something about the different glo-
ries connected with the resurrection of
the dead. We are told in the reasoning of
Paul that when people come forth from
the dead, some will inherit one glory and
some another; and these glories are typ-
ified by the various creations which the
Lord had made. Paul says, "there is one
glory of the sun, another glory of the
moon, and another glory of the stars, and
that as one star differs from another star
in glory, so also is the resurrection of the
dead."

We are also told in the Scriptures
that there is a great variety of punish-
ments as well as glories—these punish-
ments differing in nature according to
the works of the children of men. For in-
stance we read of some persons who are
to be punished for sins they have com-
mitted without any chance of forgiveness
either in this world or in the world to
come. This plainly indicates to us that
certain classes of sins cannot be forgiven
in that world, while other classes of sins
may be forgiven on certain conditions.
He that sins against the Holy Ghost, we
are told, shall not receive forgiveness.
Men can sin against God the Father, and



