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world to come, and we should not ask

him to do that which he has decreed

that he will not do. Such a person com-

mits the unpardonable sin—he sheds in-

nocent blood after having the light of the

Holy Ghost, knowing that in so doing he

is not only sinning against God the Fa-

ther and against his Son, but against the

convictions of the Holy Ghost.

Supposing, again, that persons out-

side of this Church, that have heard the

Gospel of the Son of God, but have re-

fused to obey it, should murder, they sin

against great light and knowledge, but

not against the Holy Ghost. Here is

the difference between the two classes of

murderers; the Latter-day Saint would

never be forgiven, but he would become

a son of perdition.

Now let me bring up some instances

from Scripture in regard to these dif-

ferent classes of individuals and the

light and knowledge which they had.

Some may be forgiven, as I have al-

ready stated, in the world to come. Let

me refer you to a certain class that are

named in the Scriptures that will be for-

given on certain conditions. You recol-

lect that the Apostle Peter, having gath-

ered around him a large congregation

of Jews, the murderers of our Lord and

Savior Jesus Christ, who had shed in-

nocent blood, delivered to them a dis-

course, but it was a very different one

to that which he preached to the mixed

multitude who had gathered from the

different nations on the Day of Pente-

cost. When he preached to the lat-

ter he said, "Repent, every one of you,

and be baptized in the name of Jesus

Christ, for the remission of your sins,

and you shall receive the gift of the Holy

Ghost, for the promise is unto you and

your children, and unto all that are afar

off, even to as many as the Lord our

God shall call." That was a true Gospel

sermon, preached to individuals that

were not guilty of murder. They were

all required to repent, believe in Jesus

Christ, to be baptized in water for the

remission of sins, and they and all who

were afar off, who would receive the

Gospel, were promised the forgiveness of

sins and the gift of the Holy Ghost. But

come to the other sermon to which I have

referred, the one preached to the wicked

and corrupt Jews who crucified Jesus.

Peter said, we wot not but what you

have done it through your ignorance—in

other words, you have not received the

Holy Ghost, and because you have not

had the Spirit of the Lord resting upon

you, you have shed the blood of the In-

nocent One, you have murdered the Son

of God, the Messiah; but you have done

it through ignorance. Now the ques-

tion is, was there any hope for them?

Could they have their sins forgiven in

this life? No, Peter, after first telling

them that they had shed the blood of the

Just One in their ignorance, then tells

them how and when they may obtain for-

giveness. I will repeat the words: "Re-

pent ye, therefore, and be converted"—

no baptism here—"repent ye, therefore,

and be converted that your sins may

be blotted out, when he shall send Je-

sus Christ, which before was preached

unto you, whom the heavens must re-

ceive until the times of the restitution

of all things spoken of by the mouth of

all the Holy Prophets since the world be-

gan." He did not tell them to be baptized

for the remission of their sins. Why?

Because he understood too well the na-

ture of their sin to tell them to be bap-

tized for the remission thereof. He knew

they had lost that privilege in this world,

because they had shed the blood of


