DIFFERENT DEGREES OF REWARD, ETC.

into the glory typified by the sun will
have to obey certain principles of law,
and that law is a celestial law. What is
that law? It is the law of the Gospel. All
persons in these days who enter celestial
glory must not only be acquainted with
the Gospel as taught in ancient times,
but they must be acquainted with it as
it is taught and administered by men
having authority to administer it now.
If they do this, they will be entitled to
the blessings of the Gospel, to the for-
giveness of sins in this world, and be-
ing thus made the sons and daughters
of God, they will be entitled to all the
fullness of the glory of that plan of salva-
tion, and Jesus says that they shall shine
forth as the sun in the kingdom of my Fa-
ther.

As we have not time to enter fully
into the investigation of all these dif-
ferent glories, I wish more particularly
to inquire concerning the nature of this
higher state of glory called celestial. Will
there be any difference among those who
are redeemed into that glory? There
will, in some respects. They will all be
equal in the enjoyment of some bless-
ings, and so far their glory will be the
same, but yet in some respects there will
be a difference. Some who will inherit a
portion of that glory will have no fami-
lies, they will be deprived of that bless-
ing to all ages of eternity, while others
will receive an exaltation and kingdom,
and will have wives, children, dominion,
greatness and power far above those I
first referred to.

Now why should there be this dis-
tinction in the celestial kingdom, and
what is the cause of it? It is because
certain persons who have obeyed the
Gospel have become careless and indif-
ferent in regard to securing that high ex-
altation which was within their reach.
God has revealed to this people what
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is needful for an exaltation in his king-
dom. He has revealed to us, as we heard
from Elder Hyde this afternoon, that
marriage is destined for eternity as well
as time—that the marriage covenant be-
tween male and female must be entered
into in this life, and the ordinance per-
formed here by those whom God has ap-
pointed and ordained to hold the keys
and authority to seal on earth that it
may be sealed in heaven; for in heaven
there is neither marrying nor giving in
marriage; no such thing can be attended
to there. Now persons among the Latter-
day Saints who do not enter into this
covenant of marriage but prefer to lead a
single life cannot enjoy all that fullness
of exaltation which will be possessed by
those who have had this covenant sealed
upon them. They might not have for-
feited the blessing of celestial glory alto-
gether, but they have forfeited the right
to have wives by which only they could
have a posterity in the eternal worlds.
Who will be the subjects in the king-
dom which they will rule who are ex-
alted in the celestial kingdom of our
God? Will they reign over their neigh-
bors' children? Oh no. Over whom then
will they reign? Their own children,
their own posterity will be the citizens of
their kingdoms; in other words, the pa-
triarchal order will prevail there to the
endless ages of eternity, and the children
of each patriarch will be his while eter-
nal ages roll on. This is not according to
present customs, for now when a young
man reaches the age of twenty-one years
he is free from his parents, and considers
that he is no longer under the necessity
of being controlled by his father. That is
according to our customs, and the laws
of our country. It is a very good law and



