
adapted to the imperfections that now 
exist; but it will not be so in the eter-
nal worlds. There will never be any such 
thing there as being from under their fa-
ther’s rule, no matter whether twenty-one 
or twenty-one thousand years of age, it 
will make no difference, they will still be 
subject to the laws of their Patriarch or 
Father, and they must observe and obey 
them throughout all eternity. There is 
only one way by which children can be 
freed from that celestial law and order of 
things, and that is by rebellion. They are 
agents, and they can rebel against God and 
against the order of things he has instituted 
there, just as Satan and the fallen angels 
rebelled and turned away. The increase 
of those who are exalted in that kingdom 
will endure forever; and the bringing forth 
of children will not be attended with sor-
row, pain and distress as it is here: these 
evils have come in consequence of the 
fall of man and the transgression by him 
of God’s holy laws. But when men are 
redeemed to immortality and eternal life 
there will be no pain, sorrow or affliction 
of body, and yet children will be brought 
forth, and to their increase there will be 
no end. Hence the promise of God to the 
patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, that 
their seed should be as numerous as the 
stars of heaven, or as the sands upon the 
seashore. We all know that the sand on the 
seashore is innumerable to us. If we take 
a handful it numbers its tens of thousands 
of grains, and if Abraham’s seed are to 
become as numerous as the sands on the 
seashore they will fill a great many worlds 
like this of ours. There is to be no end to 
the increase of the old Patriarch, and, as his 
posterity increases, world on world will be

created and brought into existence, and 
those children will be sent forth from 
the presence of the Patriarch to take 
upon themselves bodies, as we have done 
here in this world. I mean their spirits. 
Understand me now, resurrected parents 
are the parents not of bodies of flesh and 
bones, but of spirits the same as we were 
before we came and took these mortal bod-
ies, that is, when we lived up in yonder 
world in the presence of our Father, and in 
the company of the thousands of millions 
of our brother and sister spirits. They will 
be of the same class and nature, and they 
will have to take their position in worlds 
that will be created for them the same as 
we came from heaven to this world, that 
we might gain knowledge and experience 
that we could not gain in any other way. 
Thus will the Lord continue his work and 
purposes, and there will be one eternal 
round in creation, and redemption, in the 
formation and redemption of worlds, and 
bringing them back into his presence.

We read that God is the Father of our 
spirits, the Father of the spirits of all flesh 
Moses calls him. The Apostle James tells 
the Saints in his day, that we have fathers 
in the flesh who have corrected us, how 
much more ought we to be obedient to the 
Father of our spirits and live?

What will become of the old bachelor 
who refuses to obey the ordinance of mar-
riage? We have preached to the young men 
of this Territory, and laid before them the 
sacredness of the marriage covenant. We 
have told them and the young women that 
it is their duty to enter into this covenant 
as much as it is their duty to be baptized 
for the remission of their sins. The same 
God that commanded the latter gave 
the revelation concerning the marriage

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES320

JOD Vol 15-LIVE.indd   320JOD Vol 15-LIVE.indd   320 5/16/20   8:47 PM5/16/20   8:47 PM


