THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER.

was the penalty of the law transgressed,
which man was powerless to avert, the
fiat of God being, "In the day that thou
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die," and
this penalty was to follow upon all flesh,
all being as helpless and dependent as he
was in this matter. Their only hope of re-
demption from the grave and the power
of death was in the Savior whom God
had promised, who should suffer death,
but being without sin, having himself
never transgressed any law, being with-
out blemish, pure and holy, he should
have power to break the bands of death
and from the grave rise to immortal
life, thereby opening the way for all who
should follow him in the regeneration to
come forth to life again, redeemed from
the penalty of the law, and from the sin
of transgression to eternal life. In antic-
ipation, therefore, of this great sacrifice
which was to be offered for Adam and his
seed, they offered sacrifices, more or less
acceptably, and in conformity to the pat-
tern given, in proportion to the knowl-
edge of God and of the Gospel which they
had, and their faithfulness from genera-
tion to generation, to the days of Jesus.

They would take the firstlings of their
flocks, the best fruits of their fields, and
those things which were emblematic of
purity, innocence, and perfection, sym-
bolical of him who was without sin, and
as "a lamb slain from the foundation of
the world," and offer sacrifices unto God
in memory of him, and the matchless
and wonderful deliverance to be wrought
out for them by him.

Undoubtedly the knowledge of this
law and of other rites and cere-
monies was carried by the posterity
of Adam into all lands, and contin-
ued with them, more or less pure,
to the flood, and through Noah, who
was a ‘"preacher of righteousness,"
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to those who succeeded him, spreading
out into all nations and countries, Adam
and Noah being the first of their dis-
pensations to receive them from God.
What wonder, then, that we should find
relics of Christianity, so to speak, among
the heathens and nations who know not
Christ, and whose histories date back be-
yond the days of Moses, and even be-
yond the flood, independent of and apart
from the records of the Bible. The
ground taken by infidels, that "Chris-
tianity" sprang from the heathen, it be-
ing found that they have many rites
similar to those recorded in the Bible,
&c., is only a vain and foolish attempt
to blind the eyes of men and dissuade
them from their faith in the Redeemer
of the world, and from their belief in
the Scriptures of divine truth, for if the
heathen have doctrines and ceremonies
resembling to some extent those which
are recorded in the Scriptures, it only
proves, what is plain to the Saints, that
these are the traditions of the fathers
handed down from generation to gener-
ation, from Adam, through Noah, and
that they will cleave to the children to
the latest generation, though they may
wander into darkness and perversion,
until but a slight resemblance to their
origin, which was divine, can be seen.
Yet this is a stumbling block to some and
there are those who endeavor to make
progress on this foundation against the
work of God, but it is absolute folly. How
do we know that the Bible accounts of
Adam and the succeeding generations
are correct? How do we know anything
pertaining to God and his dealings with
men anciently? We know many things by
tradition, naturally, by intuition. "There
is a spirit in man, and the inspiration



