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paragraph, which I have read. Upon my
house, saith the Lord, shall it begin, first
upon those among you who have professed
my name and have not known me and
have blasphemed against me in the midst
of my house.

There are some who have been bap-
tized into this Church, baptized, perhaps,
when they were eight years of age, entered
into a covenant with the Lord to keep
his commandments according to the best
of their ability and understanding, some
of whom, when they have been brought
into temptation, have turned away from
that covenant. Have they blasphemed the
name of the Lord? I do know that as I
walk along the streets of Salt Lake City, I
often see boys from six or eight up to fif-
teen, sixteen, eighteen, and perhaps twenty
years of age collected together, and so far
as my ears are concerned, I can bear tes-
timony that they have no regard nor re-
spect for the word of the Lord nor for the
covenants into which they have entered,
for they blaspheme his name in the midst
of his house or kingdom. Will the Lord
hold them guiltless? Can they escape his
wrath and indignation? Can their parents
escape the judgments of the Almighty
if they have neglected to teach them the
wickedness of taking the name of the
Lord in vain? If the parents have not done
this the sins of their young and inexperi-
enced offspring will rest more or less upon
their heads. If the children are lost the
parents who have not properly instruct-
ed them may be lost also, for the Lord
has said in one of the revelations which
this book contains that inasmuch as they
who are parents do not teach their chil-
dren the doctrine of repentance, and faith
in Christ, and the doctrine of baptism,
that they may be baptized when they are
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eight years old, and be confirmed by the
laying on of hands for the reception of the
Holy Ghost, the sins of the children shall
be upon the heads of the parents. Again
he says, “You shall teach your children to
walk uprightly before the Lord, and teach
them to pray to and have faith in God, and
if you do not these things, the sins of your
children shall rest upon your heads. And
this shall be a law unto my people in Zion,
and in all the stakes of Zion that shall be
established.”

Do we teach our children to walk up-
rightly and keep the commandments of
the Most High? Do we read to them the
revelations of God, and show them how
wicked it is to take his name in vain? Do
we point out to them how that we should
not curse ourselves, nor one another, nor
anything that is about us? Do we not of-
ten hear children in the streets of our city
heaping curses upon the heads of their
fellows? “D—n your soul,” is often used
by them; “d—n my eyes,” and d—n this
thing, and d—n that thing, as though
they had no fear of God before them. Is
this wicked or is it not? Every person who
reads the word of the Lord, knows that it
is wicked; and these children growing up
thus in our midst go from one degree of
sin to another until they finally lose, alto-
gether, the Spirit of the Lord. What will be
the consequences? There is a day of reck-
oning and judgment coming, and it shall
begin at the Lord’s house, and from there
it shall go forth among all the nations of
the earth. Let parents awake and see to it
lest the same destruction that will overtake
their children because of their apostasy
come upon them also.

To show what the Lord has said
further in relation to some of the
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