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judgments which are coming upon the

earth, I will read the third paragraph

of a revelation given to the Prophet

Joseph Smith in March, 1829, before this

Church was organized. It will be found

on page 173 of the Book of Doctrine and

Covenants, and is as follows—

"Behold, verily I say unto you, I have

reserved those things which I have en-

trusted unto you, my servant Joseph,

for a wise purpose in me, and it shall

be made known unto future generations;

But this generation shall have my word

through you; And in addition to your

testimony, the testimony of three of my

servants, whom I shall call and ordain,

unto whom I will show these things, and

they shall go forth with my words that

are given through you. Yea, they shall

know of a surety that these things are

true, for from heaven will I declare it

unto them. I will give them power that

they may behold and view these things

as they are; And to none else will I

grant this power, to receive this same

testimony among this generation, in this

the beginning of the rising up and the

coming forth of my Church out of the

wilderness—clear as the moon, and fair

as the sun, and terrible as an army with

banners. And the testimony of three

witnesses will I send forth of my word.

And behold, whosoever believeth on my

words, them will I visit with the man-

ifestation of my Spirit; and they shall

be born of me, even of water and of the

Spirit—And you must wait yet a little

while, for ye are not yet ordained—And

their testimony shall also go forth unto

the condemnation of this generation if

they harden their hearts against them;

For a desolating scourge shall go forth

among the inhabitants of the earth, and

shall continue to be poured out from time

to time, if they repent not, until the

earth is empty, and the inhabitants

thereof are consumed away and utterly

destroyed by the brightness of my com-

ing. Behold, I tell you these things, even

as I also told the people of the destruc-

tion of Jerusalem; and my word shall be

verified at this time as it hath hitherto

been verified."

Here we see what the Lord promised

unto his servant Joseph concerning the

testimony that should go forth unto this

generation. Those things which the

Lord had entrusted Joseph Smith with

were the plates from which the Book

of Mormon was translated, Joseph be-

ing then engaged in that work. The

Lord gave him a promise that there

should be three witnesses raised up who

should know from heaven of the truth

of those plates. Joseph, at that time,

had no knowledge who these witnesses

should be, but a promise was made

that they should be raised up. Be-

fore that year expired—the year 1829—

there were three witnesses raised up,

namely Martin Harris, Oliver Cowdery

and David Whitmer. They saw the plates

from which the Book of Mormon was

translated, and they were commanded

to bear record of them to all peoples,

nations and tongues to whom the work

should be sent. These three witnesses

saw the Angel of the Most High God,

and after the work had been published

with their names contained therein, the

Lord began to raise up his Church and

to bring it out of the wilderness. It

was in April, 1830, that, the Church

was organized, a little over a year af-

ter this revelation was given, and those

who believed in the Book of Mormon and

in the things here spoken, were visited

by the manifestations of the Spirit of

the Lord—they were born of the water

and of the Spirit—and their testimony

went forth in connection with that of the


