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Lord. When we were journeying between

Ohio and the State of Missouri, Joseph

told us if we did not keep the command-

ments of God and hearken to his counsel

we should die off like rotten sheep in that

camp. There was no sickness among us

at that time, and probably some in the

camp did not believe that the words of

the Prophet would be fulfilled; but after

we had traveled a few weeks, and did not

do that which we were told, we learned

to our sorrow that the hand of the Lord

was upon us, and found the words of the

Prophet verified to the very letter, and

numbers were laid low by cholera.

The Lord has told us in this book that

he would scourge this people, and would

not suffer them to go on in wickedness

as he does the world. He will make a

difference in this respect between those

who profess his name and the world. The

world may prosper. They have not the re-

ligion of Heaven among them; they have

no revelators and prophets among them;

they have not the baptism of the Holy

Ghost, nor the gifts and blessings of God

among them, and consequently though

they transgress the revealed word of

God, he suffers them to go on, appar-

ently without checking them, until they

are fully ripened in iniquity, then he

sends forth judgment and cuts them off,

instead of chastening them from time

to time. Not so with the Saints. God

has decreed, from the early rise of the

Church, that we should be afflicted by

our enemies, and by various afflictions,

and he would contend with this peo-

ple and chasten them from time to time

until Zion should be clean before him.

He has done this, and more especially

while we were in the States. We were

inexperienced, and did not then under-

stand the necessity of strictly obeying ev-

ery word spoken by the mouth of God,

and we had to suffer because of this. We

were first driven from Kirtland, in the

State of Ohio; driven again from Jackson

County, in the State of Missouri; again

from Clay County into other counties

in Missouri; again from Far West and

Caldwell County; driven from the State

of Illinois, though we were prospered

there until the people waxed wealthy

through their industry, then we were

driven again. We have been literally ful-

filling the prophecies contained in this

good old book, the Bible. Zion has been

tossed to and fro and not comforted. She

has been driven from place to place and

from State to State, until finally she was

driven into the wilderness. What have

all these afflictions been for? To fulfill

the word of the Lord by the mouth of the

Prophets. Joseph Smith told us, or the

Lord did through him, and it is printed

here in this book, that when he first

planted this people in Jackson County,

in the State of Missouri, if we did not

take such and such a course, our enemies

would come upon us, our blood would be

shed by them, and we should be scat-

tered and driven from place to place, and

this has been literally fulfilled upon our

heads.

I do not know that it is necessary

to say any more about the new revela-

tions, let us turn now to some of the

old ones. I might refer you to many

prophecies contained in the Book of Mor-

mon, as well as those contained in the

Book of Covenants relative to the great

judgments of the latter days, but I per-

ceive that I shall not have time to do

so, and also to refer to some that are

in the Bible. I will turn now to the

revelations of St. John, and will re-

fer first to a few sayings contained in


