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an appointment in the Town Hall, at

the town of Hanley. There was a very

large congregation, and I had appoint-

ments out for two or three weeks in that

town and adjacent villages. As I went

to take my seat the Spirit of the Lord

came upon me and said to me, "This

is the last meeting you will hold with

this people for many days." I was sur-

prised, because I did not know, of course

what the Lord wanted me to do. I told

the assembly when I rose, "This is the

last meeting I shall hold with you for

many days." They asked me after meet-

ing where I was going. I told them I

did not know. I went before the Lord

in my closet and asked him where he

wished me to go, and all the answer I

could get was to go to the South. I

got into a stage and rode eighty miles

south, as I was led by the Spirit of the

Lord. The first man's house I went into

was John Benbow's. He lives now down

here at Cottonwood. I had some conver-

sation with Brother Benbow, and I told

him that the Lord had sent me to that

place. But without wishing to dwell on

this subject particularly I will say that I

learned that there were six hundred peo-

ple there, under Elder Kington, called

United Brethren, and that they had been

praying to the Lord for guidance in the

way of life and salvation. Then I knew

why the Lord had sent me to that place—

he had sent them what they had been

praying for. I commenced preaching the

Gospel to them, and I also commenced

baptizing, Elder Pitt being among the

first who was baptized by me into this

Church and kingdom. The first thirty

days after I arrived there I had baptized

forty-five preachers, which flung nearly

fifty preaching places, licensed by law,

into my hands; and out of the six

hundred belonging to Elder Kington's

body all were baptized but one in seven

months' labor. I brought eighteen hun-

dred into the Church in that mission,

and I will say that the power of God

rested upon me and upon the people.

There was a spirit to convince and a peo-

ple whose hearts were open and ready to

receive the Gospel. And as Jesus said

in reference to John, that all Judea and

Jerusalem went out to John's baptism, I

felt as if all Herefordshire was coming

to be baptized. The third meeting that

I held at Brother Benbow's, the rector of

the place sent a constable to take me up.

I was just about to begin when he en-

tered. I said to him, "Take a chair until

after meeting and I will attend to you."

He sat down and when I got through he

came forward and I baptized him with

others. He went back and told the rec-

tor, "If you want to take up that man

you must go yourself, I have heard him

preach the first Gospel sermon I ever

heard in the world." Almost every man

that came to meeting was baptized.

I did not see Elder Kington for some

little time after going there; and when

I did see him he came to me as the

leader of the people. I laid before him

the Gospel. He said, "If it is true, I

wish to embrace it; if not, I shall op-

pose it." I said, "That is right." But I

made a covenant with him. I said to

him, "If you will go before the Lord

and ask him if this work is true, I

promise you in the name of the Lord Je-

sus Christ that you shall receive a tes-

timony for yourself if you will promise

to obey it." He said he would, and he

went away to attend to his appoint-

ments. The next time he came to Brother

Benbow's; a few days afterwards, I


