HIS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE DECEASED, ETC.

brother Pitt. I do not mourn for him,
I did not when I was at his house; but
all these scenes and early associations
rushed on my mind, and as I gazed upon
him, and thought of the way he had
been stricken down, taken away from us,
when to all human appearance he was
but an hour before, as it were, enjoying
health and strength and attending to the
duties of life, I realized that in the midst
of life we are in death.

In his associations with this Church
and kingdom brother Pitt was leader of
the Nauvoo brass band for a long time;
he has also been associated with the var-
ious bands here; and in his associations
with the people he made a great many
friends, to whom he was endeared be-
cause of his many virtues and good deeds
and his disposition and desire to serve
God. I am certainly glad to see so many
friends gathered together to honor his
remains. When I realize that a man
like him has lived, heard the Gospel, em-
braced it and has fulfilled the measure
of his day, what can we say about him?
Can we mourn because he is gone? Bless
your soul, he is with Joseph today, and
with others of the Elders of Israel, and
he rejoices with them. Whether his spirit
is here witnessing his funeral services I
cannot say, it is not revealed to me; but
suffice it to say that he is happy, and
blessed are the dead that die in the Lord,
from henceforth saith the Spirit, for they
rest from their labors and their works do
follow them.

I do not know whether brother Pitt
has preached much in the world, but I
do know that he has labored for the ben-
efit of the Saints of God. But he will
preach now. He has gone to the other
side of the veil, and he will preach there
to large assemblies of spirits. He has
been faithful and he will receive a crown
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of life. His body will lie in the tomb a few
years, and but a few. His death is a loss
to his wife and children, and the part-
ing is grievous. But how glorious is the
thought that there is a victory over the
grave! In Adam all died, but in Christ
all are made alive. Christ was the first-
fruits of the resurrection. This is a glo-
rious thought to me when I see a Latter-
day Saint lie down with the harness on,
true and faithful until he has wound up
his work.

Out of that 1,800 which we bap-
tized in Herefordshire in seven months, I
hardly know one that has turned against
this Church. There has been less apos-
tasy out of that branch of the Church
and kingdom of God than out of the same
number from any part of the world that
I am acquainted with.

We are called every day or two to
bury some of them. A good many of
them are still living. Some of them are
Bishops—bro. Clark, bro. Rowberry,
and a good many of them scattered all
through this Territory. Old father King-
ton is still living or was the last I heard
of him, though near the grave. They
are passing away, and when I went to
see brother Pitt's body, the thought came
to me, Whose turn to go next? Maybe
mine, maybe yours, we cannot tell any-
thing about it. These things should be
an admonition to us to be true and faith-
ful while we dwell here. The thought
that we can obey and be sanctified by the
Gospel, and be prepared thereby to in-
herit eternal life, is one of the most glo-
rious principles ever revealed to man. I
thank God that I live in this day and age
of the world. I thank God that I have
been associated with such a class of men
and women as those who are gathered
today in the valleys of the mountains.



