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lieth in sin?" How much of a revolution
would it accomplish in Salt Lake City if
this order of things should be brought
about? I think it would work a greater
revolution among this people than has
ever been witnessed amongst them since
they had an existence as a Church.

Again, in another revelation, given in
1832, soon after the place of location for
the city of Zion was made known, the
Lord declared that the time had come
to establish an order among his people
requiring certain persons, whose names
were mentioned, to consecrate a portion
of their property. They were to put so
many dollars into the treasury, and that
was to be a common property among
those individuals, for their own benefit,
and for the benefit of the Church. Among
the persons called to enter into this or-
der was the great Prophet and seer of the
last days.

This order was entered into partially
by the individuals who were named, but
even they were not all prepared for this
partial order pertaining to the celestial
kingdom of God. It was too sacred,
too much in opposition to the traditions
of the age, and which had existed for
many generations. We all know that,
since the days of the Apostles, the whole
world, except the Nephites and Laman-
ites on this continent, have been di-
vided in regard to their wealth and prop-
erty. Among whatever nation you might
travel on the eastern hemisphere, and
on this hemisphere too, since it was dis-
covered by Columbus and settled by Eu-
ropeans, this individualism has existed
among all classes of people, with a very
few exceptions. Among these exceptions
we may mention the Shaking Quak-
ers. This sect is in great error in many
respects, but its members did enter
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into a community of property. Their
properties were consecrated and put into
a storehouse, and were controlled by cer-
tain men who were chosen for that pur-
pose. How wisely they used this prop-
erty or how they lived on this common
stock principle is not for me to say; but
suffice it to say, that so far as consecra-
tion and a community of property were
concerned they carried them out. But
the great mass of the human family have
sought for ages past, and are still seek-
ing, to accumulate dollars and dimes,
houses and lands for themselves, to be-
queath to their heirs or to whomsoever
they see proper. This individualism that
has existed all over the world has been
one of the principal means of introducing
almost all the crimes that exist among
men, for as the Apostle Paul has said—
"The love of money is the root of all evil."

The Apostles endeavored to introduce
the common stock principle in their day
among the Saints, but the people, even
then, had been so long accustomed to
accumulating wealth for themselves and
their families instead of having it in com-
mon, that the Apostles found it impossi-
ble to establish this principle on a per-
manent foundation, and it did not con-
tinue. It might have been carried out a
year or two and perhaps a little longer;
but according to the writings of the Apos-
tles to the early Christians, this principle
seems to have been done away with, and
individualism prevailed amongst them.

Let me inquire now, how this self-
ish principle produces the great variety
of evils that exist in the world? I will
refer to some that have sprung from it,
and have made their appearance among
the Latter-day Saints, and which will



