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my heart, "Oh Lord, when will thy peo-
ple be prepared to go back and build up
the waste places of Zion according to ce-
lestial law?"

The Lord has said in this book, (B. D.
C.) that the time is to come when Zion
shall be redeemed. I will read the pas-
sage. It commences on page 292, and is
as follows—

Behold, this is the blessing which I
have promised after your tribulations,
and the tribulations of your brethren—
your redemption, and the redemption of
your brethren, even their restoration to
the land of Zion, to be established no
more to be thrown down. Nevertheless, if
they pollute their inheritances they shall
be thrown down; for I will not spare them
if they pollute their inheritances. Be-
hold, I say unto you, the redemption of
Zion must needs come by power; There-
fore, I will raise up unto my people a
man, who shall lead them like as Moses
led the children of Israel. For ye are
the children of Israel, and of the seed
of Abraham, and ye must needs be led
out of bondage by power, and with a
stretched-out arm. And as your fathers
were led at the first, even so shall the re-
demption of Zion be. Therefore, let not
your hearts faint, for I say not unto you
as I said unto your fathers: Mine angel
shall go up before you, but not my pres-
ence. But I say unto you: Mine angels
shall go before you, and also my pres-
ence, and in time ye shall possess the
goodly land.

In a revelation given June 22nd,
1834, the Lord tells us that before the
people of Zion shall be redeemed the
army of Israel must become very great.
What he meant by this, was "great" com-
pared with the few individuals to whom
this revelation was given. It will be
recollected that a certain number were
required as the strength of the Lord's
house to go up to redeem Zion, as they
supposed. They gathered together, some
one or two hundred and went up for
this purpose; and the Lord said that the
strength of his house did not hearken to
his voice, and did not come up accord-
ing to his commandment and revelation,
but had said in their hearts, "If this be
the work of the Lord, the Lord will re-
deem Zion, and we will stay at home
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upon our inheritances." They made ex-
cuses and would not go up. The little
handful that did go up were called the
Camp of Zion. Some few of them are still
living. When we arrived in the neighbor-
hood of the Land of Zion, the strength of
the Lord's house not having hearkened
to his voice, the Lord gave a revelation
and said first, "Let my army become very
great, and let it be sanctified before me,
that it may become fair as the sun, and
clear as the moon, and that her banners
may be terrible unto all nations." How do
you suppose we are going to fulfill this,
preparatory to the redemption of Zion?
Are we now taking a course to sanc-
tify ourselves before the Heavens? It is
true that the army of Israel is very great
even now when compared with that little
handful that went up with the Camp of
Zion, but though blessed with numbers,
we are not blessed with that sanctifica-
tion which the Lord has spoken of in that
revelation. How much faith have we now,
in our disobedience to the law of tithing,
and to many other principles? Blessed
are they who have faithfully paid their
tithing all the time, and blessed are their
children, they will receive their inheri-
tance in the Land of Zion, when the Lord
shall come. The Lord will bless them and
their generations forever. But those who
have not complied with this law are not
sanctifying themselves before God, nei-
ther are they preparing themselves for
the redemption of Zion. Their hearts are
set upon the foolish things of this world,
they are grasping after riches to aggran-
dize themselves.

This is plain preaching, and per-
haps some of you will not like it. 1
cannot help it, these are the things
that present themselves before my
mind. There must be a reformation,



