CONSECRATION, ETC.

there will be a reformation among this
people, for God will not cast off this king-
dom and this people, but he will plead
with the strong ones of Zion, he will
plead with this people, he will plead with
those in high places, he will plead with
the Priesthood of this Church, until Zion
shall become clean before him. I do
not know but that it would be an ut-
ter impossibility to commence and carry
out some principles pertaining to Zion
right in the midst of this people. They
have strayed so far that to get a people
who would conform to heavenly laws it
may be needful to lead some from the
midst of this people and commence anew
somewhere in the regions round about
in these mountains. Ask this people if
they are willing to abide by the law of
God, and how would they vote? The
hands of everyone would be up almost
without exception, but when it comes to
the very point, when consecration in part
might be required at their hands, that
is the time to prove them and to see
whether they would or would not be obe-
dient. "Oh, I have such a fine house,
and such a fine carriage and horses,
such an abundance of merchandise and
good things. It has taken me years and
years to get these things, and it is hard
to give one-half, three-fourths or nine-
tenths of them to establish another or-
der of things, and I rather think I had
better keep on the background, and see
how the order flourishes. Let others try
it first, and if they get on very well and
become wealthy, then perhaps I will ven-
ture to give a little of my property." These
are the feelings that exist in the hearts of
some individuals among the Latter-day
Saints, but they have got to be rooted
out, or those who give way to them will
lose the Spirit of the Lord.

I do not know how many will stand
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up and obey the law of the Lord unto the
sacrifice of all their earthly goods, or how
long it will be before people will be called
upon to make this sacrifice. I do not
know how long it will be before this peo-
ple are brought to the trying point to see
who is and who is not for the Lord; but
I would advise the Latter-day Saints to
prepare for this, for it may come sooner
than some of you expect. If the Lord
should undertake to bring about an or-
der of things different from that which
now exists, and establish it not exactly
in the midst of this people, but in some
place where they can commence anew, I
hope the people will begin to pray to the
Lord, reckon up with themselves and ex-
amine their own hearts, and see whether
they are willing and prepared, if called
upon, to place all that they have, or as
much as they are required in that order
of things, and carry it out.

When we go back to Jackson County,
we are to go back with power. Do you
suppose that God will reveal his power
among an unsanctified people, who have
no regard nor respect for his laws and
institutions, but who are filled with cov-
etousness? No. When God shows forth
his power among the Latter-day Saints,
it will be because there is a union of feel-
ing in regard to doctrine, and in regard to
everything that God has placed in their
hands; and not only a union, but a sanc-
tification on their part, that there shall
not be a spot or wrinkle as it were, but
everything shall be as fair as the sun
that shines in the heavens.

In order to bring about this, who
knows how many chastisements God
may yet have to pour out upon the
people calling themselves Latter-day
Saints? I do not know. Sometimes
I fear, when I read certain revela-
tions contained in this book. In one



