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of them the Lord says, "If this people will

be obedient to all of my commandments,

they shall begin to prevail against their

enemies from this very hour, and shall

not cease to prevail until the kingdoms

of this world shall become the kingdoms

of our God and his Christ." That promise

was given almost forty years ago. In the

same paragraph it says—"Inasmuch as

this people will not be obedient to my

commandments and live by every word

that I have spoken, I will visit them with

sore afflictions, with pestilence, with

plague, with sword and with the flame of

devouring fire." Is it not enough to make

a person fear when God has spoken this

concerning the Latter-day Saints? I do

not know all things which await us. One

thing I do know—that the righteous need

not fear. The Book of Mormon is very ex-

press upon this subject. In the last chap-

ter of the first book of Nephi, the Lord,

through the Prophet, speaks concerning

the building up of Zion in the latter days

on the earth. He says his people should

be, as it were, in great straits, at cer-

tain times, but said the Prophet, "The

righteous need not fear, for I will pre-

serve them, if it must needs be that I

send down fire from heaven unto the de-

struction of their enemies." This will be

fulfilled if necessary. Let the righteous

among this people abide in their righ-

teousness, and let them cleave unto the

Lord their God; and if there are those

among them who will not keep his com-

mandments, they will be cleansed out

by the judgments of which I have spo-

ken. But if the majority of this people

will be faithful, the Lord will preserve

them from their enemies, from sword,

pestilence and plague, and from every

weapon that is lifted against them. God

will shield us by his power, if we are

to be led forth out of bondage as our

fathers were led, at the first. This

indicates that there may be bondage

ahead, and that the Latter-day Saints

may see severe times, and that unless we

keep the commandments of God, we may

be brought into circumstances that will

cause our hearts to tremble within us,

that is, those who are not upright before

God. But if this people should be brought

into bondage, as the Israelites were in

ancient days, Zion must be led forth out

of bondage, as Israel was at the first. In

order to do this God has prophesied that

he will raise up a man like unto Moses,

who shall lead his people therefrom.

Whether that man is now in exis-

tence, or whether it is someone yet to

be born; or whether it is our present

leader who has led us forth into these

valleys of the mountains, whether God

will grant unto us the great blessing to

have his life spared to lead forth his peo-

ple like a Moses, we perhaps may not all

know. He has done a great and won-

derful work in leading forth this peo-

ple into this land and building up these

cities in this desert country; and I feel

in my heart to say, Would to God that

his life may be prolonged like Moses, in

days of old, who, when he was eighty

years old, was sent forth to redeem the

people of Israel from bondage. God is

not under the necessity of choosing a

young man, he can make a man eighty

years of age full of vigor, strength and

health, and he may spare our present

leader to lead this people on our return

to Jackson County. But whether it be

he or some other person, God will surely

fulfill this promise. This was given

before our Prophet Joseph Smith was

taken out of our midst. Many of us no

doubt thought when that revelation was


