
364 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

which rest is the fullness of his glory.

It is to be hoped that there will be

nothing of this kind among the armies

of Israel in the latter days. We have

the promise of the Almighty, and I hope

that it will never be revoked, that "I say

not unto you as I said to your fathers,

my angel shall go before you, but not

my presence, but I say unto you that my

angel shall go before you and also my

presence." In order for the presence of

God to go with us we must retain the

higher Priesthood, for without that and

the ordinances thereunto pertaining, no

man can behold the face of God and live;

therefore if we would retain this higher

Priesthood we must sanctify ourselves

through obedience to the higher laws. If

we do this, we can then claim the fulfill-

ment of this promise which the Lord has

made and which I have repeated, that

his presence shall go with us.

I expect that when the Lord leads

forth his people to build up the city of

Zion, his presence will be visible. When

we speak of the presence of the Lord

we speak of an exhibition of power. His

presence was with the children of Israel

as a cloud by day, and as the shining

of a flaming fire by night. Though Is-

rael were not worthy to enter the taber-

nacle and behold the personage of the

Lord and to talk with him, yet Moses,

not having forfeited that right, could en-

ter into the tabernacle of the Lord while

his glory rested upon it, and he could

talk to the Lord face to face. Why?

Because he held the higher Priesthood

and had been obedient to the higher law

and had attended to the higher ordi-

nances. He was not subjected to the law

of carnal commandments, he had sanc-

tified himself so that he could endure

the presence of the Lord and not be con-

sumed.

We shall go back to Jackson County.

Not that all this people will leave these

mountains, or all be gathered together

in a camp, but when we go back there

will be a very large organization consist-

ing of thousands, and tens of thousands,

and they will march forward, the glory of

God overshadowing their camp by day in

the form of a cloud, and a pillar of flam-

ing fire by night, the Lord's voice being

uttered forth before his army. Such a pe-

riod will come in the history of this peo-

ple, and when it arrives the mountains

and the hills will be ready to break forth

with a loud voice before the Lord's army,

and the very trees of the field will wave

to and fro by the power of God, and clap

like hands. The everlasting hills will re-

joice, and they will tremble before the

presence of the Lord; and his people will

go forth and build up Zion according to

celestial law.

Will not this produce terror upon all

the nations of the earth? Will not armies

of this description, though they may not

be as numerous as the armies of the

world, cause a terror to fall upon the

nations? The Lord says the banners

of Zion shall be terrible. If only one

or two millions of this people were to

go down and build the waste places of

Zion, would it strike the people of Asia

and Europe with terror? Not particu-

larly, unless there was some supernat-

ural power made manifest. But when

the Lord's presence is there, when his

voice is heard, and his angels go before

the camp, it will be telegraphed to the

uttermost parts of the earth and fear

will seize upon all people, especially the

wicked, and the knees of the ungodly will

tremble in that day, and the high ones

that are on high, and the great men of

the earth.


