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and it is now as common to believe in spiri-
tual revelation as it was formerly uncom-
mon. It is as rare a thing now to meet with
persons who do not believe in this in some
form as it was formerly to meet with those
who did believe it. Up to the time of my
early manhood I had never heard of any-
body believing in this but Latter-day Saints.
Now you will find ministers of religion—
Methodists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians,
and men of all classes and degrees who be-
lieve in spiritual communications. But have
they any organization, or any point upon
which they can unite together? No, each
man receives revelation to suit himself, un-
til today there is no faith in the land and
no belief in the manifestations of the power
of God. The adversary has captivated the
hearts of the children of men, he has for-
tified their minds against the truth, and is
leading them to destruction.

Formerly, the great objection to
the Latter-day Saints was that they be-
lieved in revelation. That was one of the
great charges made against us in Jackson
County, Mo. Another was, that we had a
Prophet, whose words we hearkened to,
and that we believed in the working of
miracles. These were among the charges
made against us by the mob as a reason
why we should be expelled from our lands.
But after a few years had elapsed, our cun-
ning adversary began to give revelations
and manifestations to the people, and he
spread abroad his lying signs and wonders,
and now they are far more numerous than
those contained in the Bible. People ev-
erywhere can get revelation. Profane men
and women—drunkards, gamblers and
wicked people of every decree can get
round a table and obtain revelation. What
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necessity is there for them to obey the
Gospel? What attractions has truth for
such persons? They can get all the revela-
tion they need without having recourse to
the Gospel or to its ordinances, or without
being under the necessity of enduring the
ignominy of being the servants of God, for
it has always been considered ignomini-
ous by the world to be a servant of God
since Satan had power in the earth. Can
you not see how cunningly the adversary
has worked, and how difficult it is under
such circumstances to snatch people from
the error of their ways? The truth has not
been sweet or desirable to this generation,
and they have rejected it. The truth has no
attractions for those who do not love it for
its own sake. Connected with the truth
there is a love such as Jesus said his fol-
lowers should have, which should induce
them to cleave to it when they were per-
secuted, their names cast out as evil, and
when they should be hated of all men for
his sake. There is nothing attractive about
all this to people who do not love the truth
for its own sake, but they who do are will-
ing to endure all things for the sake of the
blessings that God has promised to bestow
upon them.

Brethren and sisters, it is our duty as
individuals and as a people to live so that
we may have that faith that was once de-
livered to the Saints; that we may have
the revelations of God in our hearts,
that we may know for ourselves con-
cerning the truth, and have each day a
testimony thereof. You know that the
idea is very prevalent that we are led by
one man, or by a few men. It is thought
that President Young leads this people ac-
cording to his own ideas, and that he and
his counselors and the Twelve, through
some cunning craft of theirs, are able to
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