THE TIMES OF OUR SAVIOR, ETC.

influence them to do this or reject that, to
pursue this course or avoid that. I sup-
pose this idea will be prevalent as long
as there are people who do not under-
stand the character of this work. But it
is our duty, one and all, to live so that
we shall have the light of the Holy Spirit
and a continual testimony within us of
the truth of the work that God has es-
tablished, and that we may have that
faith that will enable us to endure all
things. If women had their dead restored
in ancient days, women ought to have
faith enough in these days to realize the
same blessings. But a spirit of unbe-
lief, darkness and hardness of heart has
gone forth, and it is shared to some ex-
tent by this people. The more we min-
gle with the world the more of this spirit
we feel. It permeates the literature of
the present day. You cannot take up a
book that has not been written by a ser-
vant of God, that does not bear evidence
of this spirit of unbelief. You cannot
take up a newspaper, but something is
said therein to weaken the faith of those
who have any. Unbelief permeates the
world at large. There are good reasons
for this. The great mass of the people
ridicule Jesus, the resurrection and life
beyond the grave. They cannot under-
stand why men should deny themselves
and suffer as Jesus and his disciples did.
The people of today cannot comprehend
anything but living for today, enjoying
themselves and having pleasure today,
and letting tomorrow take care of itself.
The idea of laying up treasures in heaven
is ridiculed, even by some who call them-
selves Latter-day Saints. I have heard,
and perhaps you have, some amongst us
say, "I am satisfied with getting the best
I can here, and with enjoying myself to
the best advantage here, and let the fu-
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ture take care of itself. I do not know
anything about the life to come, but I
know about this, and I want my enjoy-
ment here, and I will risk the future."
The whole tendency of the Gospel of
Jesus is to the effect that we must deny
ourselves, and be willing to endure and
suffer even to death itself. It is right
that we should dress comfortably and ac-
cording to our means; it is right that we
should take care of our bodies and have
suitable food. God has given us the ele-
ments of food and raiment and to build
good houses. He has given us horses
and cattle, and the materials to make
carriages, and it is right that we should
use these things. I do not believe in any
religion that denies to man the use of
the blessings which God has given, but
I deny that God designs that we should
abuse or worship these things. If you or
I have wealth, we should not worship it.
If you have comforts, your heart should
not be set upon them. If you have pleas-
ant homes, orchards, gardens and fields
you should not worship them, but hold
them as the gifts of God, and be as ready
to go forth and leave them as you would
to leave a barren wilderness, or as these
Indians are to take up their wick-i-ups
and go from place to place. As Latter-
day Saints we should be ready and will-
ing to move in any direction and to do
anything that our Father and God re-
quires of us, holding the religion that
he has given us dearer than life itself.
Our brethren and sisters who lived an-
ciently aimed for the same glory that
we are aiming for, and they were will-
ing to be sawn asunder, to be stoned,
to dress in sheepskins and goatskins, to
dwell in dens and caves of the earth, to
have their names cast out as evil, and
to do all things for the righteousness
of God. We are aiming for the same



