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dition of the people will say that if there

ever was a time in the history of the

world when God should speak to man

it is now. The people everywhere are

gone astray. Men and women are filled

with extravagance and foolish notions,

and they are corrupt in every sense of

the word. The churches are corrupted,

the people are divided, and the humble

man who desires to serve God is laughed

at, ridiculed and crowded to the wall,

while the man who is bold in iniquity,

and shrewd in taking advantage of his

fellows, lords it over them. Honesty is

far below par, and the virtuous are the

butt and ridicule of the wicked. Mingle

amongmen of the world and talk to them

about virtue, and they will laugh at you,

and if a man is known to be chaste and

pure in his thoughts and actions he is

ridiculed and sneered at. It is so with

everything else that God values. Think

of it. Where do you see meek and hum-

ble men prospered? You see bold, defi-

ant men—those shrewd in iniquity, get

all the advantages, and the man who

can take advantage of his neighbor best

flourishes most. Is this right? No. I

should mourn for the race if I thought

so, I should mourn if I thought that this

condition of things would forever prevail.

God promised in ancient days that in the

latter days he would reveal the truth,

send forth his servants and gather out

his people. He has commenced the work.

By the preaching of his word, he has

gathered thousands of honest-hearted

people who love the truth and who are

willing to abide by it. He has given unto

them the same spirit that he gave to his

servants in ancient days. He has given

them the same faith, but they do not al-

ways exercise it as they should do, they

are overcome of evil; and there are some

who call themselves Latter-day Saints

who have almost got to believe that there

is nothing particularly special in this

work, God has not shown himself as they

expected. Such persons will sooner or

later leave the Church if they do not re-

pent.

There is this about unbelief, brethren

and sisters, it is one of the most dread-

ful feelings, I think, that can assail any

human being. I have seen men in this

condition, and I have thought while be-

holding them, that I got a better con-

ception of hell than I ever did from any

other exhibition. How, you may ask,

shall we guard against this spirit of un-

belief? I will tell you. There are some

people who, when assailed by doubt, will

commence a controversy with the devil,

they will argue with him, and give room

to him. You should never condescend to

any such thing. Just tell him you have

nothing to do with him, bid him to get

behind you, you have set out to serve

God and to keep his commandments, and

you are going to do it regardless of him

or any of his temptations or snares. Be

firm and steadfast, and close your ears

against evil influences and everything

of that kind. I will tell you a rule by

which you may know the Spirit of God

from the spirit of evil. The Spirit of God

always produces joy and satisfaction of

mind. When you have that Spirit you

are happy; when you have another spirit

you are not happy. The spirit of doubt is

the spirit of the evil one; it produces un-

easiness and other feelings that interfere

with happiness and peace.

It is your privilege, and it ought

to be your rule, my brethren and sis-

ters, to always have peace and joy

in your hearts. When you wake

in the morning and your spirits are

disturbed, you may know there is

some spirit or influence that is not

right. You should never leave your bed


