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but a kingdom that is divine, and which
acknowledges the Great Redeemer and
Savior as its King and Lawgiver. It must
endure forever.

I look back with great pleasure upon the
history of this people from the commence-
ment down to the present time. I see what
God has wrought in their behalf; I see what
he has accomplished among the nations. It
is true that we have not continued as faith-
ful in all things as we should. We have not
made that progression in this kingdom that
we ought. We have been perhaps slow to
hearken in all things to the counsels which
God has given, and the order which he has
revealed, and which was intended to be of
the greatest advantage to, and to produce
the greatest amount of happiness among
the Saints of the Most High. I say that, in
some respects, we have been slow to obey
the order of Heaven. In many things we
have done well. When the doctrines of
faith, repentance and baptism for the re-
mission of sins, the baptism of fire and the
Holy Ghost through the laying on of the
hands of the servants of God, were taught
to us, we laid hold of them with full pur-
pose of heart. We covenanted before high
heaven that we would keep the command-
ments of the Lord according to the best of
the ability which we had. We did well in
embracing these heavenly principles.

When God spake to us some forty-
two or forty-three years ago, and com-
manded us—then scattered about in
the State of New York—to gather up to
Ohio, we did well in hearkening to that
commandment, and coming together
in Kirtland—then in Geauga County.
Again, when God gave a commandment
through his servant, the Prophet Joseph,
to gather up from all parts of the United
States and form a nucleus in Jackson
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County, in the State of Missouri, we did
well in obeying that commandment.
When God, by the mouth of his servant,
commanded that we should go forth and
officiate and be baptized for and in behalf
of our dead kindred, we did well in per-
forming that which we were commanded
to do. When he commanded his Saints,
scattered abroad in foreign countries, to
gather to this continent, all who gathered
in obedience to that requirement, with
full purpose of heart to do his will, did
well. When we were driven from our in-
heritances in Jackson County, Missouri,
and our lands and houses and goods were
spoiled, we did well in being faithful to
God. When our enemies, a few years after,
rose en masse and drove us from our beau-
tiful city of Nauvoo into these inhospitable
western wilds, where to all human appear-
ance we must perish of starvation, we did
well to brave the dangers of the desert,
and the difficulties we had to encounter in
coming to these mountains. In many other
things, too, we have done well. There are
some few things, however, which I wish to
name, wherein [ think a great reformation
is needed among the people of God. I read
in this book, called the Book of Mormon,
of a certain order, in regard to temporal
things, which existed soon after the days
of Christ, which was revealed and estab-
lished by him for he benefit of the Saints
who lived on this Western Hemisphere.
It was the highest order and law of the
kingdom of God in regard to tempo-
ral things. I read that the ancient Saints
upon this continent entered into that or-
der with all their hearts. They were not a
small handful of people like the Latter-
day Saints, but they were spread over
the whole of North and South America.
Millions on millions of people dwelt in
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