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you see, Latter-day Saints, that we are

not under the law of full consecration,

and if not under the law we are not un-

der the penalty thereof. Where there

is a law there is a penalty, and when

we transgress the law we incur the

penalty; but having been relieved, for

a period, from the execution of that

law, we were placed under another law,

which, in some respects, may be consid-

ered an inferior law. When was that law

given? In 1838, some five years after we

were driven forth from our stewardships.

What is that law? It is called the law of

tithing. What is the law of tithing? Part

of that law enjoins it upon the Saints

as a duty to pay into the Lord's store-

house one-tenth of all their annual in-

come. But let me refer you to the ful-

ness of the law of tithing, for, although

an inferior law, I fear that as a people

we have not kept it. The first part of

that law requires every man, when he

comes into the midst of the people of

God, to consecrate all his surplus prop-

erty, reserving to himself a certain por-

tion. This is not a full consecration

like the higher law. Latter-day Saints,

have we kept this inferior law? Has the

man who possessed great riches, when

he came to these mountains and num-

bered himself with the people of God,

consecrated all his surplus property, and

afterwards paid a tenth of all his annual

income? I will tell you what we have

done—as a general thing we, rich and

poor, have kept all the property we had

when we came here, and some have con-

secrated one-tenth part of their income,

and so far as this is concerned the peo-

ple have no doubt done very well, with

some few exceptions; and I am happy to

be able to state, from information I have

obtained from some of the Bishops of

the Church, that the Latter-day Saints,

now, are showing more determination to

pay their tithing, than they ever have

done heretofore.

But let us come back to the other

portion of this inferior law. Have we

felt a disposition to consecrate our sur-

plus property? Go east, west, north

and south, into all our settlements, and

you will find that the men are few and

far between who consecrated their sur-

plus property, when they came here. In

the first place, there have been but few

wealthy persons who have come amongst

us, and the people have been their own

judges. Every man thought that he had

no surplus, when he came here. If he

had a hundred thousand dollars on his

arrival he has said or thought, "O, I have

made such and such calculations. I wish

to become a merchant in the midst of the

people, and I need thousands and thou-

sands of dollars to set me up. I wish to

make thirty, forty, fifty or a hundred per-

cent out of these poor people, and to en-

able me to do so I do not think that any

of this hundred thousand dollars can be

called surplus property. I need it all, I

cannot carry on my merchandising un-

less I have it all to set me up.

Another man who wishes to start

some other branch of business makes

his calculations so as to cover up all

his property, for he thinks he will need

it all to enable him to carry out the

particular branch of business which he

wishes to introduce into these moun-

tains, for he wants to get exceedingly

rich before the law of full consecra-

tion comes. When they are thus left

to be their own judges, where is the

man who is honest enough in his feel-

ings to say, "I think I can spare fifty,

twenty, ten, five or one thousand dollars

as surplus property?" This in my opin-

ion is wrong. They should not be their


