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prove to the contrary I am willing to hear

it. But no man can do it.

Brother Pratt has told you, in his ex-

planations this morning, what the Lord

has revealed and how he has been merci-

ful to the people; and when we have not

been willing to be Latter-day Saints al-

together, but only in part, he has said,

"Well, you are the best there is, and I will

accept of you. I cannot get anybody else

who is willing to be part Saints, and I

will lead you, my people, as long as you

will let me, and I will forgive you your

sins this time, and I will accept part of

your property if you will not give it all,"

etc., all showing the kindness and for-

bearance of our Father in heaven; but he

has not the least objection in the world

to our being perfect Saints.

I have a few things to lay before the

Conference, one of which is—and I think

my brethren will agree with me that this

is wise and practicable—for from one to

five thousand of our young and middle-

aged men to turn their attention to the

study of law. I would not speak lightly

in the least of law, we are sustained by

it; but what is called the practice of law

is not always the administration of jus-

tice, and would not be so considered in

many courts. How many lawyers are

there who spend their time from morn-

ing till night in thinking and planning

how they can get up a lawsuit against

this or that man, and get his property

into their possession? Men of this class

are land sharks, and they are no bet-

ter than highway robbers, for their prac-

tice is to deceive and take advantage

of all they can. I do not say that this

is the law, but this is the practice of

some of its professors. The effort of such

lawyers, if they are paid well, is to clear

and turn loose on society the thief, per-

jurer and murderer. They say to the dis-

honest and those who are disposed to do

evil, "Go and lay claim to your neigh-

bor's property, or to that which is not

your own, or commit some other act of

injustice, and pay us, and we will clear

you and make your claim appear just

in the eye of the law;" and officers and

judges too often join in the unrighteous

crusades for the lawyers to wrong the

just. I have been in courts and have

heard lawyers quote laws that had been

repealed for years, and the judge was so

ignorant that he did not know it, and

the lawyer would make him give a deci-

sion according to laws which no longer

existed. Now, I request our brethren

to go and study law, so that when they

meet any of this kind of lawyers they

will be able to thwart their vile plans.

I do not by any means say these things

of all lawyers for we have good and just

men who are lawyers, and we would like

to have a great many more. You go to

one of the pettifogging class of lawyers,

and get him to write a deed for you, and

he will do it so that it can be picked to

pieces by other lawyers. Employ such a

man to write a deed, bond, mortgage or

any instrument of writing, and his study

will be to do it so that it will confound it-

self. This is the way that such men make

business for their class. We want from

one to five thousand of our brethren to

go and study law.

If I could get my own feelings an-

swered I would have law in our school

books, and have our youth study law at

school. Then lead their minds to study

the decisions and counsels of the just and

the wise, and not forever be studying

how to get the advantage of their neigh-

bor. This is wisdom.

My mind is so led upon the sub-

ject brother Pratt has been speaking

upon with regard to the orders that


